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Frofeszor Liss Farrington, Cheir of fhe Department
of Art and Wusic

Some people might think that a musie
and art program would fit awlowardly
inta John Jav's mission of educating
e justice. Yet for Marisa Simon, a
BA/MA student who minors in art,
taking studio classes in ceramics and
digital photography has fostered o
sense of dedication, devotion and
“sticktoitivencess” thal she knows

will transfer to her work as a law

entorcement officer

“This really translates to any position in
crimmnal justice,” said Simon. “Whether
vou want to or not, you have to have
those gualities to get the job done, When
you loolk at it, having an art program

here makes sense,”

Artat John Jay as both an academic
pursuit and a showease for justice-
themed works by established artists
hias Seen a resurgenos in recent years.
In 2006, the Department of Art, Music
and Philosophy was split to create a
separale Department of Phalosophy
and a Department of Avt and Music,
The physical space that houses Art

and Music, uncer the leadershap of

Chairperson Lisa Farrington, was
redesigned, More artists with experlise
in musicology, photography and video
art became faculty members, and new
art history classes that exploved Latin
American and Alrican American arl
were developed. In addition, the College
received a grant to buy Apple computers
with music technology software
installed.

“The more we put inte the program,

the more students seemed to gravitate
towvard it," said Farrington, who came (o
the College atter a career that included
curatorial work at the Museum of
Modern Art, graphic design and the
teaching ot art history. Farrington is
author of Creating Theie Cron Image:

The History of African-dmerican Women
Artists, published by Oxford Universicy

Press in 2o,

“The number of students in the last
couple of vears really increased
dramatically,” she said. We can't run
enough sections of ceramics and digital
photography to meet the demand of
students,” said Farrington. "We have a
sehool filled with these people who are
creative but have nowhere to tap into
their creative side, It just seems a natural
fit for humankind, much less John Jay
students.”

Amonyg the elasses offered by the
Department of Art and Music are
Introduction to Drawing and Painting;
Dresign Foundations; Introcduction (o
Photograply; Introduction to Sculpture;
Graphic Avts; Artof the Halian
Renaissance; the Art of Africa, Oeeania
and the Americas: Art and Architecture
in Mew York; Bocdy Polities and Arvtin
Global & Historieal Perspective; Alvican
American Women in Art, and Izsues in
Al and Crime. An Ar minor requires
that students tale six courses, evenly
diztribuated hetween studio and art

history classes,

According to Farrington, police
departments in hoth Chicago and

Mew York City require ofTicers w take
museum studies classes to learn how to
ohserve. In our visually-driven world of
texting, video games and compulers, she
asserts, nobody reads anyimore, And still

students are not taught to see critically.

“That's what you do in art history
classes, as opposed o shudio classes

where vou make art,” said Farrington,

While she can provide an overarching
vision of why art is an important
component of the academic curricubum
at John Jay, Adjunct Professor Cary Lane
offers a more street-level view, Lane isa
working forensic artist who has assisted
the Yonkers, NY, Police Departmendt.

In his class, students explore the skodl and
museles, traditional portraiture, forensie
art software, facial anatonyy, variables of
gender, culture, age and race, even how

subjects’ ilestyvles can alier their Faces,

“Being a practicing forensic arlist anc
paincer informs my teaching,” said Lane,
“hut having tanght communication
shillsatl John Jay for 10 years really

helps me develop students’ eritical,
college-level thinking. Sowe do many
anatonndeal dravwings, but we also do s lot
of listening, note-taling, observing and
presenting. These are highly effective,

transferable skills.”

That's what Anastasia La Donceur

is counting on. La Doveeur, an
International Criminal Justice major,

15 interested in the investigation of
transnational crimes invelving major
works of art. Many of these, she notes,
invilve ome culture stealing works Trom
a different culture, Having o better
apprreciation for art will provide her with
the skills necessary for evalusting the
worth of a particular piece, contends

La Drocenr



“I love the art program at John [ay,” she
saidl, *1 ot the e-mail from Professor
Farrington about the Haitian Art and
Culture class, I'm Haitian, my parents

are from Haiti, so 1 just jumped on it

La Doueeur was happily surprised

to find how many students of Haitian
descent were in the elass. By the end of
the semester, she noted, they had put
together a scholarly panel that spoke
about Haiti and how they could help
L contntey.

"“T'he class was remarkahle hecanse it
didin't just teach us about Haitian @, it
taught us o whole lot ahout European
and American art, and how it all ties

in to the Negritude Movement and the
Harlem Renuissance,” said La Douceur,
“You just learn how the bridges were
built and how we have so many different

connections with so many countries.”

Mot omly has the progream at John Jay
given students a chanee ta learn how to
ereate art and present it, but it has also
afforded established artists a space in

which to exhibit their own work.

When John Jay's new building opens,
there will e a 2,500-sguarc-foot
exhibition and event space. The firs|
showe that is going up, according to
Farringlon, is one she curatecd, The Mid-
America At Alliance organized Women
Call for Peace, w collection of anti-violence
works by female artists of Christian,
Jewish, Mushm, Hindo and other

religions, creeds and nationalities.

“1t will he a major exhibition and will
corme with all the attendant publicity and
openings and galas,” said Farringlon.
“The works themselves will knock vour

socks oft”

Shudant Anastasia La Doucsur

This year, the College welcomed its Hirst
arlist-in-residence, Susanne Kessler,
whose paintings and sculptures were
exhibited at the John Jay Gallery in 2a0i,
Keszler, who is based in Germmarny:, tanght
a studio drawing class during one of the

College's sumimer sessions in 2011
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“Tthink ol g sentence by Joseph Beuys,
who proclaimed many yoars ago that
evervhody is an artist, How right he1s,”
shie said. “These voung people became
artists at the moment they started to
draw. For some of thent it was the fivst
tirme, but they dreew with talent and

inspiration.”



Shsents drawing in art sludio class

[ a mecting with the College's
adlministration, Kessler zaid she
expressed to them her happiness about
the commitment of these talented
students to art, although they all wanterd

to hecome something other than artists,

“I remember how Fascinated T was by
the strong beliel of the College's leaders
that being educated in art, being an artist
in your heart, malies you a very good
lavwyer, policemen or forensie researcher,

toi,"” she =aid.

Anolher renowned artist who has
exhibited her worle at John Jay is

Faith Ringzold. She has preces in the
perranent collection of the Studic
Muzewm in Harlem, the Solomon R,
Guggenheim Museoamn, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and the Museum of
Modern Art, among others. In 2010,
Ringgold rmade & gifi to the College of
the eight original serigraphs she created
based on Martin Luther King Jr's Leiter
Seon Biverisghonm City Joil. These have

been displayed in the Presidents Gallery,

More reeenily, Ringgold contributed
another set of serigraphs to the College
based on her Declaration of Frevdom
and Independenee quilt and paintings

currently on exhibit at John Jay

“1 thought it was appropriate hecause
of the nature of the instiludion; it's an

institution in iribule to justice,” said

Ringgold, who was the recipient last vear

of an award presented at the Collepe's

annual Maleohn/King Breakfast.

Pinggold, who grew up in Harlem
during Lhe 19305 and 1940, recalled a
childhood spent listening to a constant

discussion about justice,

“Evervhody who came fo our house,
every fend my mother had had issues,
openly discussed it,” she said, “As a child
[listened and hstened, Tve always been
interested in lreedom, justice and what
people had to say about these issues thal
pertained ooy life,” said Ringgold.

"As far as Twas concerned, that was my
story. What hetter way (o 10l il than as
an artist? That’s why I became an artist,

because [ wanted to tell my storm.”

Sudents completing skull exercisas in lorensic
drawing class.

Mariza Simon, the student who is
minoring in Art, tool the WY PLD exam
and hopes to be called up for the next
class. Bhe extolled the College's arts
program as the “gquintessential stress
reliever” for the high-prezsure work of
law enfarcement,

In preparing an application for John
Jav’s Leonard E. Reisman Award, Simen
did =ome research on the College's fivst
president. [t appears that Reisman
taght a classical music course at the

College.

“In the article | found, he was ashed
why a ‘cop school’ would have a classical
musie course,” she said. “Heizman said
he believed that well-vounded eriminal-
Justice personnel needed to fully

understund the citizens they protected,”

It is “very, very important,” for
students to have an art program al

John Jav. Ringgold concurred,

“Tt is part of being a free people, 1o have
a creative sociely,” she said, “One of
the main things that are cut out when a
society goes down the tubes is the art.,

The arl goes withit." B
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