
 

 

 

To:         The John Jay College Community 

From:   Yi Li, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs  

   Mark Flower, Interim VP & COO, Coronavirus Campus Coordinator 

Re:         Fall 2021 Planning Update and Staff Return to Campus  

Date:     June 3, 2021 

 
We know the last year has been incredibly difficult for our entire John Jay College community, 
with the Covid-19 health crisis affecting all our lives in various ways, but our community’s 
resiliency served as a beacon of hope. We worked together to support and uplift our students, 
faculty, and staff, and we’re so grateful for every effort made to ensure our students had a 
fulfilling and successful academic year.  
  
As New York continues its comeback against Covid-19, we’re excited to see the City and State 
reopening. Covid positivity rates are at an all-time low. Covid-related deaths and 
hospitalizations continue to decline. And, an increase in vaccinations is leading to an easing of 
Covid-related restrictions in New York City and across our region.   
 
Staff Return to Campus 
This progress is also being felt at CUNY. As the Chancellor explained last month, beginning 
August 2, we will welcome back to campus our John Jay staff who have been working remotely 
during the pandemic. At this time, the return of staff will be based on a 50 percent office 
occupancy rate, with the goal of meeting the needs of students on campus and keeping 
everyone’s safety top of mind. We do not yet have all the details about what this 50 percent 
capacity will look like at John Jay, but we are working closely with CUNY to develop additional 
guidance for our staff. We’re also planning to host an open forum within the next few weeks for 
supervisors to discuss how these plans will apply to their specific office areas at John Jay. Our 
goal is to ensure supervisors and staff have all the information they need to plan their return to 
campus.  
 
Getting Ready for the Fall Semester 
Later in August, faculty and students who are returning to in-person learning are expected to 
join us on campus. As many of you know, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that Covid-19 
vaccinations will be required for all students attending in-person classes this fall. While 
vaccination is not required for CUNY faculty and staff, we know that getting the Covid-19 
vaccine helps keep you, your family, and our community safe, and we highly encourage you to 
#Vaxup today. You can find a walk-in vaccination site near you at the NYC Vaccine Finder 
website or the NYS Vaccine Finder website. 
 

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/coronavirus/nyc-notches-lowest-covid-positivity-rate-ever/3083997/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-7-day-average-covid-19-positivity-rate-continues-drop-new-lows
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-tracker
https://www.cuny.edu/coronavirus/university-updates/returning-to-in-person-work/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-suny-and-cuny-boards-require-vaccinations-all-students-attending
https://www.cuny.edu/coronavirus/university-updates/covid-vaccine-required-for-in-person-fall-classes/
https://www.cuny.edu/coronavirus/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/


Creation of FAQs Page 
We understand that many questions have emerged as a result of these recent announcements, 
and while guidance continues to evolve, we wanted you to know that the Fall Planning 
Committee continues to work carefully and diligently to ensure a safe Fall 2021 semester for 
everyone in our community.  
 
In an effort to keep our community informed, we’re creating a series of frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) that will be shared with our community and posted on our Fall Planning 
webpage. These FAQs will address some of your biggest concerns and we hope you take a 
moment to read through the information covering plans for the vaccination requirements, 
testing protocols, and health and safety measures at the College this fall. We’ll be in touch soon 
with a direct link to the FAQs page. 
 
If you have questions regarding Fall 2021 planning in the meantime, please send your questions 
to AskJohnJay@jjay.cuny.edu and we’ll work to answer your questions, providing you with the 
most up-to-date information we have, as soon as we can. 
 
As always, we thank you for your continued support, cooperation, and understanding at this 
time. We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning
mailto:AskJohnJay@jjay.cuny.edu

	From:   Yi Li, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

