
 

 

 

To:         The John Jay College Community 

From:   Yi Li, Provost  

   Mark Flower, Interim VP & COO, Coronavirus Campus Coordinator 

Re:         Updates on the Fall 2021 Planning Process  

Date:     March 23, 2021 

 
As President Mason shared last month, she has asked our Fall Planning Committee— which 
includes faculty, staff, and students—to think through an operational plan for our Fall 2021 
semester. As chairs of the Fall Planning Committee, our goal is to keep the John Jay College 
community informed throughout the planning process, and our number one priority remains 
the health and safety of our community. We will share key updates by email during the coming 
months, as well as on our updated webpage. 
 
Vaccination 
While we work on planning for the Fall, one of the most important things you can do to help 
ensure the safety of our community is to get vaccinated. We know that vaccination plays a key 
role in the fight against Covid-19, helping to reduce the serious and potentially deadly effects of 
the virus, while also possibly preventing the spread of the virus. Our webpage has links to 
information about the available Covid-19 vaccines, New York’s vaccine eligibility requirements, 
and where you can find a vaccination center. Mount Sinai West, which is opposite our campus, 
is also offering Covid-19 vaccine appointments to members of the John Jay College community 
who meet New York’s eligibility requirements. Visit our webpage for more information. 
 
Planning Process 
The Fall Planning Committee is now meeting regularly to develop a plan for Fall 2021, following 
guidance from CUNY as well as federal, state, and local health recommendations. The 
Committee is working to maximize the in-person learning experience as safely as possible by 
developing two separate scenarios for Fall 2021: 

• Scenario #1:  Reopening at a 25 percent in-person occupancy rate.  
• Scenario #2:  Reopening at a 50 percent in-person occupancy rate.  

 
To create a detailed, thoughtful, and diligent plan, the Fall Planning Committee has established 
four sub-groups, comprised of students, faculty, and staff, each charged with a set of specific 
goals and areas to consider during the planning process.  
 

• The Scheduling Sub-Committee will pay special attention to balancing in-person and 
remote course offerings, as well as faculty availability and in-person classroom capacity. 

https://www.jjay.cuny.edu/sites/default/files/President/Planning_Process_for_Fall_2021.pdf
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning#planning-committee
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning#get-your-vaccine-vaxupcuny
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/phased-distribution-vaccine
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning#get-your-vaccine-vaxupcuny


It will also consider which groups will receive priority offerings for in-person courses; 
and will work on a strategy to minimize movement throughout the building and ensure 
CDC guidance on social distancing is followed. Recently, the subcommittee issued a set 
of guiding principles to department chairs, program directors, schedulers, and faculty, 
for all course schedule planning for undergraduate and graduate programs in Fall 2021. 

 
• The HR Policy/Health and Wellness Sub-Committee will provide guidance on 

safety precautions such as working remotely, vaccination, testing and health screenings, 
social distancing and masking, and guidance around closing the campus if necessary. 

 
• The Facility Preparedness Sub-Committee will focus on ensuring the John Jay 

environment is clean and safe. It will create targeted cleaning schedules, consider the 
opening of specific campus spaces, and work on the air handling and filtration system. 

 
• The Community Outreach/Technology Support Sub-Committee will address 

student, faculty, and staff concerns regarding technology needs, transportation, and 
information on vaccination.  

 
While many possibilities are still being evaluated, our main focus will continue to be the health 
and safety of our community as we explore the process of returning to campus. It’s 
understandable to feel frustrated by the uncertainty of the future, but we appreciate your 
flexibility and patience as we work together to assess the ever-changing nature of the pandemic, 
such as the highly contagious variants of the virus, along with progress of the vaccination 
program.  
 
Updates will be communicated to the community and posted on our webpage as the plan 
progresses. In the meantime, if you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to Provost Yi Li (yili@jjay.cuny.edu) or Interim Vice President Mark Flower 
(mflower@jjay.cuny.edu). 
 
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/fall-2021-planning
https://webmail.jjay.cuny.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=JifSgysJkhCzNgrkfXNmov3O1PHe1VcG4zVG_e0uKyPjMdwRg-nYCA..&URL=mailto%3ayili%40jjay.cuny.edu
https://webmail.jjay.cuny.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=Gy-hnPSQyEn5XR7D_le-tVxFZqOKSvlNKNSW8JYIY5rjMdwRg-nYCA..&URL=mailto%3amflower%40jjay.cuny.edu

	From:   Yi Li, Provost

