
 

 
 
 
February 23, 2015 
 
To the John Jay College Community: 
  
I am saddened to report the passing of Dr. Richard H. Ward, one of the leaders of John Jay College in its formative 
years and one of the national pioneers in criminal justice education.  
  
Richard Ward began his criminal justice career as a police officer in the NYPD in 1961.  He was a member of the 
Founding Generation of John Jay College, receiving his bachelor's degree from John Jay in 1967.  He received a 
scholarship to study criminology at the University of California, Berkeley, where he received his master’s and 
doctorate.  In 1970 he returned to John Jay as a member of the faculty, then moved into administration, serving in 
various Dean positions including that of Dean of Students, and finally as Vice President of the College.  Dr. Ward left 
John Jay in 1977 to accept the position of Vice Chancellor at the University of Illinois at Chicago, where he served with 
distinction for 16 years and built one of the nation's preeminent criminal justice programs.  He was then named Dean of 
the College of Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State University, and most recently as Dean and Director of the 
Doctoral Program at the Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic Science at the University of New Haven.   
  
In this remarkable array of leadership positions in major educational institutions, Dr. Ward established himself as one 
of the critical figures in the development of the academic field of criminal justice in the United States.  He was also a 
major figure internationally, working in over 50 countries to help them develop criminal justice programs and 
professional training curricula for law enforcement.  He published widely on a variety of topics and was the founding 
director of the Institute for the Study of Violent Groups.  His devotion to the field was also evidenced by his service as 
the 15th president of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences.   
  
In our history, Dick Ward will be remembered as one of the most important early leaders of John Jay College.  When 
the existence of the College was threatened in the mid-1970s, Dick Ward was a member of the small team pulled 
together by President Gerald Lynch to devise the strategy to save John Jay.  Through him, the College connected with 
Tony Schwartz, the marketing genius who devised the media campaign that raised public awareness that John Jay was 
on the verge of being closed.  The campaign was a success, John Jay was saved, and today we are celebrating our 50th 
anniversary.  The legacy of Dick Ward runs deeper, however. He was a wise advisor to many at the College, around the 
country, and indeed across the globe.  He provided a vision of a criminal justice system informed by research and 
concern for the humanity of those who worked in the field, as well as those touched by the realities of crime.  He 
believed in the power of education to change lives of individuals.  He also believed in the transformative role of 
institutions such as this one which first welcomed him as a student fifty years ago.   
  
We send to his family and friends our deepest condolences.  Our human resources department will shortly publish 
details on funeral arrangements. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                                                                                                                                           
Jeremy Travis 
President 
 

http://www.millerwardfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Richard-Ward-6/#!/Obituary

