
In the United States, over 5 million 
people are excluded from the right 
to vote, known as “Felon 
Disenfranchisement.” Depending 
on the jurisdiction, this 
disenfranchisement can be 
permanent. The Constitution 
implicitly allows the States to craft 
rules regarding disenfranchisement.  
This issue continues to divide many, 
opponents of the exclusion calling it 
contrary to the ideal of “universal 
suffrage.” 
  
  

Whether JJC students believe 
convicted felons should be afforded 
the right to vote? 

The 14th Amendment entitled individuals to 
Equal Protection of the Laws.  
The 15th Amendment “prohibits the federal 
and state governments from denying a citizen 
the right to vote based on that citizen's "race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude.” The 
topic of felony disenfranchisement was 
discussed in Ancient Greece and continues to 
be a controversial issue. Today, 48 states  
prohibit felons from voting while incarcerated; 
two states permit persons in prison to vote; 
35 states prohibit persons on parole from 
voting.  
Four states deny the right to vote to anyone 
with felony convictions: Florida, Iowa, 
Kentucky and Virginia. 

A survey conducted by 18-year old John Jay 
College students. The survey was 
administered to Early Start First Year Seminar 
Students enrolled in an Africana Studies,  
Youth, Law &  Social Justice Course, Fall 2015. 

The survey results revelead that JJC 
First Year Students believe that:  

an individual’s right to vote 
should not be denied based on 
their felony record or the severity 
of the crime convicted of.  
an individual diagnosed with a 
mental illness does not have the 
capability to vote in an U.S. 
election.   
Immigrants convicted of a felony 
should be allowed to maintain 
their citizenship. 
Convicted felons should be 
allowed to maintain social ties 
with society. 

 

Convicted Felons should not be 
penalized for their conviction and 
permitted to vote if they served 
their time for the crime committed. 
Otherwise, the U.S. is in jeopardy of 
violating their 15th Amendment right 
to vote since the convicted felon is 
no longer under the prison system 
and their previous condition of 
servitude is no longer a factor. 
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