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In philosopher Immanuel Kant’s 
lectures on ethics, he stated: “He who 
is cruel to animals becomes hard also 
in his dealings with men” (Kant, 1963).  
Despite this, we are teaching children 
that animal captivity is normal.  
Children cannot grow up to respect 
animals when they are being led to 
places such as the New York Aquarium 
or Sea World.  It is in places like these 
where they watch animals perform 
tricks in uncomfortably small spaces 
compared to their natural 
environments. What we should be 
teaching children is the fact that 
animals are just as alive as human 
beings and just as capable of suffering. 
We should be teaching them to admire 
and defend animals, not continue to 
keep them in cages for our enjoyment.  
It is our job to be the voice for those 
who don’t have one. Imagine living an 
entire life of confinement, never 
knowing what freedom feels like. Now 
is a better time than ever for humans 
to reevaluate imposing any kind of 
captivity on animals, much less a 
lifetime.  

1. Organizations such as zoos and aquariums are 
good for the economy. Not only do these 
businesses bring money into the economy, they 
also create jobs and careers.  According to 
statisticbrain.com, the total amount of money put 
into the economy by zoos and aquariums 
throughout the world annually is about 
$16,000,000,000.  As of April 8th, 2015, the total 
number of jobs provided by zoos alone is 142,000 
(Zoo Statistics, 2015). 

2. Zoos and aquariums also increase awareness of 
wild life. According to statisbrain.com, most 
establishments exhibiting animal life promote 
mindfulness of the fact that there is a huge, vast 
world filled with life (Zoo Statistics, 2015). People 
often get so wrapped up in their own worlds that 
they tend to forget that humans are not the only 
living things wandering the earth, but millions of 
species from insects to animals share it with us. 

3. Zoos, aquariums, and other similar institutions 
exist not only to give people the chance to observe 
exotic animals up close, but they also educate 
people about the animals they’re looking at.
These organizations almost always ask for 
donations to their parks, so you are able to not 
only look at and appreciate the animals but also 
make contributions towards bettering the living 
conditions of these animals. 

4. Animals housed in these establishments no 
longer need to be the fittest in order to survive. 
They are fed, sheltered, and don’t need to protect 
themselves from predators. These animals have 
access to constant veterinary care in case of 
disease or injury, leading to longer life spans. 

1. Quality of life vs. quantity: Although animals 
are living longer, they are not able to live the lives 
to which they are adapted and lack access to the 
freedom of their natural state. According to 
animalethics.org.uk, most zoos are small, 
insignificant collections in towns, or situated by 
roadsides, or even in people's private backyards. A 
'zoo' is simply a collection of animals. Most zoos 
are geared towards making money by attracting 
paying visitors. Over 10,000 zoos exist worldwide, 
holding about a million vertebrate animals (Zoos, 
2008).  

2. No room to move or migrate as they would 
normally: Zoo animals live in conditions where 
outlets for their natural instincts are continually 
frustrated. According  to animalethics.org.uk, 
these animals turn to self-mutilation (such as tail 
chewing or excessive plucking of fur or feathers), 
become listless and indifferent, and display 
abnormal repetitive behaviors like pacing up and 
down or rocking back and forth for long periods 
(Zoo, 2008).  

3. Some animals  are unable to reproduce because 
they’re alone  or in places with only animals of the 
same sex. Even though care-takers try their best to 
make captive enclosures as natural and stimulating as 
possible, they fall short of a wild environment. With 
this change in environment comes a change in the 
animals’ behaviors. Tom, a gorilla featured in Animal 
Madness , was moved hundreds of miles away 
because he was a good genetic match for another 
zoo’s gorilla. At the new zoo, he was abused by the 
other gorillas and lost a third of his body weight. 
Eventually, he was sent back home, only to be taken 
to yet another zoo once he was nursed back to health 
(Smith, 2014). 

4. Incomparable to the freedom of living in their 
natural habitat: An animal’s wild habitat cannot be 
replaced, and often the cramped conditions of 
enclosures put the wellbeing of endangered animals at 
risk. According to theplaidzebra.com, a study including 
4,500 elephants compared those in captivity to those 
in the wild. The study found that the median lifespan 
for an African elephant in the wild is  56 years, while 
one confined to a zoo lives for only 16.9 years (Brian, 
2015).

Animals should not be held in zoos and 
aquariums against their will. The 
evidence presented shows that this is
not right in a moral society. We as 
humans need to protect animals and 
not put them through a life of misery. A 
human’s happiness should not outweigh 
that of millions of animals. Therefore, 
animals should not be held in captivity.  
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