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Secrecy within our government is a major problem. In 
order to enforce secrecy on the people, the government 
passes laws like the Ag-gag laws in agricultural 
environments and NSA programs to secretly follow what 
Americans are doing on their computer screens. 

Some examples of the laws/bans that the government 
enacted in order to enforce secrecy: 
 
Ag-gag laws: Also known as agricultural filming ban 

laws, enacted in order to make it illegal for people to film 
inhumane and unsanitary practices at farms. 
 
The Patriot Act: Used to infringe on the civil liberties of 

people in hopes of tracking down a terrorist by searching 
through  public and private records without our 
knowledge. It increases secrecy because the government 
doesn’t have to reveal what it does with those who are 
arrested. 
 
The NSA: Very controversial intelligence organization 

that uses methods of processing information and 
monitoring. The development of the NSA in general has 
been quiet and hasn’t become an issue until recently 
with the establishment of the Utah data center. This is 
being done without us being officially informed.

With the exposure of Ag-gag laws, it has become obvious that in 
places such as factory farms, the harsh treatment of hormone-fed 
animals and slaughter methods make this law useful in keeping us 
occupied with purchasing meat directly from supermarkets. The 
treatment of the animals is immoral and the actual quality of the 
meat is more hazardous than it looks. 

 
Although the Patriot Act is for national security, it violates due 

process rights protected by the Constitution. It also violates the 4th 
Amendment, the right to be secure from unreasonable searches. 
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The goal of government secrecy is for the sake of our 
happiness and safety. 

 
The Patriot Act is for the purposes of national security.  
 
The NSA is only used to trace and track down people 

suspected of terrorism or are who are in contact with 
terrorists and other extremists. 

It is our moral obligation to hear the truth and not the 
lies. Most of these programs are funded by tax payers’ 
money, meaning that since we pay for the programs, we 
have the fundamental right to hear what the government 
is doing with our money. Especially with programs that 
have used up millions and even billions of dollars, it is 
becoming more and more imperative for us to pay 
attention to what is actually going on. Secrecy creates 
risks to our health and our rights. 

Ag-gag laws prevent people from knowing how their 
food is processed. This is particularly important in light of 
the high incidence of food-borne contagions. 

 
According to the data, it is suspected by many citizens 

that the government has more than half of the 
population’s records due to the NSA program. More than 
two-thirds of the population feels that it is a violation of 
privacy. 

 
The Patriot Act used to be viewed as more of a tool for 

destroying civil liberties than protecting our national 
security. Although in 2011 more people viewed it as 
useful, a handful of people still view it as a threat to civil 
liberties. 

The NSA collects metadata from internet users each day and 
stores it in massive servers. From there, the data is processed and 
used whenever required as a source of records. This includes 
personal information from text messages to phone calls. This also 
violates the 4th Amendment since we have the right to be secure 
from unreasonable searches. 
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