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Religion has always been an 
important part of African 
Culture.  
During the period of slavery, 
Africans were brought to the 
Western World and forbidden 
to practice their country’s 
religion.  
Africans realized Christianity 
as a channel to express their 
traditional values. 
African influences transcend 
music, dance, poetry and 
inspiration. 

We conducted a comparative 
analysis of four key areas of
African religious influence on the 
Black Church by: 
a) Reviewing the key components 

of African religion 
b) Comparing the influence of 

dance, poetry, music and 
motivation on the Black  
church today. 

African Religion Dance is
the spoken language and is the  
source of communication that  
demonstrates emotions, beliefs  
and everyday life activities. It’s 
a spontaneous release and  
translates everyday life  
experiences into movement. 
 
Black Christian Church Dance is a form of 
celebratory praise and worship, primarily 
drawing inspiration. Dance is used to portray 
the realities of sins, the cost of the Cross, and 
introduce the Man that saved the human race 
from it. It allows parishioners to see the 
Gospel. 

Usage of Spoken Word  
Poetry is an important aspect in both African 
Religion and in the Black churches. Similarities 
can be found in the following examples where 
the speaker is a humble creature crying to a 
righteous and caring Deity. Dinka Hymn 
(Lienhardt, 1961:45) 

Walker- "A Litany from the Dark People“   
“From shuddering and shivering upon the 
auction stand; From walking in the shackled 
line and dying hand in hand; From bleeding in 
the battle lines and fighting in the fields; From 
slipping through the canebrake to the pittance 
sorrow yields; O God of earth and sky and sea. 
Great God of love and majesty. Thine humble 
servants everyone In mercy have we come.” 
(Pierce 2009:233-237)  
   

Historical Findings for music in the past  
Slaves would have to hide during worship services in 
order to praise the Lord. Slaves attended “Camp 
meetings” or “Bush meetings” because they needed 
to share their dreams and joy with one another 
through song. This is when the Negro Spiritual  
was born. 
 
Findings For Music Today 

Church Worshipers used instruments such as the 
piano, drums and tambourines. 
Negro Spirituals have evolved over the decades 
into contemporary Gospel in the church. It is now 
more than ever accompanied by instruments, 
clapping and dancing movement to worship God. 
Gospel music has evolved and now includes 
Gospel Rap to bring in a younger group of church 
members. 
Kirk Franklin a well-known gospel artist talks or 
raps in his songs while his vocalist sing his lyrics.  
Other Gospel artists include Mary Mary, Erica 
Campbell and Deitrick Haddon  
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African Religion 
Religious leaders motivated their audience to take 
responsibilities in their village and families. 
  
Black Christian Church Worship 
The church motivated people to stand up against 
social injustice and was a  key aspect in the Civil 
Rights Movement during the 20th century.  

Our research has lead us to 
understand the impact of African 
religious influences in the Black 
Church. Overall this assignment was 
not only able to increase our 
experience in the field of Africana 
Studies but also change our religious 
perspectives. As most of us in the 
group are members of / and or 
descendants of the Black Church,  
we were able to share our findings 
with members of our churches  
and provide historical significance  
to the influences impact on the  
Black Church. 

Do African religious influences 
remain in the Black Church 
today? 
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