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Getting to Know the Class of 2018

A Fresh Perspective…

A Few Things About Our Incoming Freshmen
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1

Most of them were born in 1996.
For reference, the song at the top of the Billboard
Hot 100 list that year was “Macarena.”2
They have never known a time without text messaging.3
When they were learning to read, Harry Potter
already existed.4
About 80% of new freshman come from public high schools5
For the first few years of their lives, Nelson Mandela
was the president of South Africa. Bill Clinton was
Commander in Chief here in the United States. 6
In their lifetime, The Real World has always been
an MTV staple. Music videos were never a huge deal.
Most of them graduated from Kindergarten in 2002—that’s
just a few months after Apple announced the launch of the first
generation of iPod. 7
They’ve probably never seen Home Improvement, but
they almost certainly recognize Tim Allen’s voice as that of
Buzz Lightyear from Toy Story.
33% of students have family incomes of less than $30,000, and
20% have family incomes of over $100,000.5
The entirety of their formal education has taken place after the
passage of No Child Left Behind.8
Their schools have always done drills to prepare
for a potential on-campus shooting.9
For approximately 12 years of their lives, the office
of Secretary of State has been held by women.10
They are younger than Windows ‘95.
Remember Windows ‘95?
The top 5 images incoming students have of John Jay
are that it is career oriented, highly respected, intellectual,
comfortable, and  friendly.5

Inspired by the Beloit College Mindset List (http://www.beloit.edu/mindset/).
“1996: Year-End USA Charts (Singles)” (http://top40-charts.com/features/YearEnd/yearend1996.php).
“The text message turns 20” (http://theweek.com/article/index/237240/the-text-message-turns-20-a-briefhistory-of-sms)
4
Amazon.com product details (http://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Sorcerers-Stone-Book/dp/059035342X/
ref=dp_return_2?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books)
5
“2014 Admitted Student Questionnaire Plus,” John Jay College of Criminal Justice
6
BBC “On This Day” (http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/may/10/newsid_2661000/2661503.stm)
7
“Instant Expert: A Brief History of iPod” (http://www.ilounge.com/index.php/articles/comments/instant-expert-a-brief-history-of-ipod/)
8
US Dept. of Education: Laws & Guidance (http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html)
9
“Columbine continues to cast shadow” (http://articles.latimes.com/2013/dec/18/nation/la-na-shooterdrills-20131218)
10
US Dept. of State: “Former Secretaries of State” (http://www.state.gov/secretary/former/)
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2000

UN Security Council
demands that Iraq
disarm, or else face
“serious consequences.”

2009

‘97

Welcome to the new
millennium!
The Y2K bug gets
tons of press;
everyone fears for
their hard drives.

‘02

Kanye West crashes the VMA stage,
interrupting Taylor Swift’s acceptance
speech in what has become an infamous
moment in award show history.
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HotMail, a free
web-based email service,
becomes available

Titanic is the year’s
top-grossing film.
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Happy birthday,
Class of 2018!

Class of 2018 joins
the John Jay family.

‘14

This is just the beginning!

Serving students. Developing leaders. 100% engagement.

Orientation 2014
In August, we welcomed our incoming freshmen and transfer students with characteristic
John Jay spirit (including more than a few selfies!) Thanks to the hard work of Student Transitions
Programs and their fantastic team of Peer Ambassadors, this year’s orientation sessions were
a fun and informative way to introduce our newest Bloodhounds to the campus community.
*Data from “Summary of 2014 Freshmen, Transfer, and Family Orientation Attendance, ” prepared by Tiffany Onorato

99%

1,962

of student
attendees
feel confident
in their
decision to
attend John Jay!
Students Attended
Freshman & Transfer
Orientation sessions
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• 79% of enrolled
freshmen & 53% of
enrolled incoming
transfer students
attended Orientation
• The highest rated
student workshop
was “Professor’s
Perspective.”
• 37% of incoming
students reported
that English is
NOT the primary
language in
their household.

Family Members
Attended Family Sessions

91% of students

agreed that “attending Orientation made me
feel a part of the John Jay community.”
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Serving students. Developing leaders. 100% engagement.

Social Media

Spotlight

Students have lots to say about John Jay, and social media
is where they say most of it! Here are a few snippets…

Serving students. Developing leaders. 100% engagement.
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