











Sunni Islam

m Jamal Ahmidan
(1969-2004), 35

m Age at conversion: 19
(Spanish prison)

m Takfir wal Hijra

m 2004 Madrid
bombings

m Lag: 14 years




Sunni Islam

m Muktar Ibrahim, 27

m Age at conversion: 19
(British Youth
Detention)

®m London bombers, July
21 cell (2005)

m Lag: 8 years




Sunni Islam

m Richard Reid, 29

m Age at conversion: 20
(British detention)

m Al-Qaeda

m Terrorism: 2003
“Shoe-bombing” plot

m Lag: 9 years




Sunni Islam

— Abu Musab al-Zargawi
(1966-2006)

m Age at regeneration:
26 (Jordan prison)

m Al-Qaeda Iin Iraq
m Terrorism: multiple
m Lag: None




Neo-Nazi

m Shawn Adolf, 33

m Age of conversion: 22
(Colorado Prison)

m Sons of Silence

m Plot to assassinate
Barak Obama

m Aug. 2008
mlLag: 11 yrs




Moorish Science

m Marc Ramsey, aka
Akeem Ramsey El, 39

m Age of conversion: UK

m Plot to use fake WMD
against John McCain

m Waged from
Arapahoe Co. Jall
(Colorado)

= Aug. 2008




Sunni Islam

m Ruben Shumpert (aka
Amir Abdul

Muhaimeen) (d. B i
2006 -

m Age of conversion: | = _ ’
unknown (Wash. . E -
State Prison) e &

m Al-Qaeda linked al- -

Shebaab, Somalia
m Lag: unknown




No Conversion

m Said Ali al-Shihri, 35

m Age at incarceration,
26 (Guantanamo)

m Released 2007 to
Saudi rehabilitation
program

m Al-Qaeda In Yemen

® Bombing US
Embassy, Yemen
(08)




No Conversion

m Abdullah Rasoul

m Age at incarceration
(Guantanamo) uk

m Released 2007 to
Afghan government

m Joined Taliban

m Roadside bombings
against British troops




No Conversion

m Abdullah Mehsud (d.

m Age at Incarceration
(Guantanamo) uk

m Released to Pakistani
government (20047?)

m Re-joined Taliban

m Attacks against
Coalition forces




Christian Identity

m Gary Yarbrough, 27

m Age at conversion: 23
(Arizona State Prison)

m The Order

m Terrorism:
Counterfeiting,
Murder, Bank
Robbery

m Lag: 2 years




Christian Identity/Wicca
W

m Peter Langan, 38
m Age at conversion: 19 '

(Raiford Prison,
Florida)

m Aryan Republican
Army

m Terrorism: Bank
Robbery, Explosives

m Lag: 14 years




Odin

m John William King, 24

m Age at conversion: 20
(Beto | Unit, Texas)

m Confederate Knights

of America, AB

m Hate crime: Dragging
death of James Byrd

m Lag: 4 yrs.



Odin/Wicca (possible)

m Dennis Clem, 26, and
Tanya “Little Feather”
Smith, 24

m Aryan Circle (Texas
DOC)

m Murder of 2 police
officers
m Lag: u/k

brean Circle members Dennis Clerm and Tanya
Smith in Houston a week before the Bastrop
nurders,




Islam/Moorish Science

m Recruit: Jeff Fort, 40

m Age at conversion: 28
(USP Leavenworth)

m E|l Rukn

m Terrorism: Conspiring
with Libya to attack
Chicago

m Lag: 12 yrs.
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NE

m James Cromitie, 45

m Age at conversion: 29
(estimate, Fishkill)

m Bomb attack on NY
synagogues and
shooting down
military aircraft

m Lag: 16 yrs



NE

m Onta Willlams, 33

m Age at conversion: 19
(estimate)

m NY bomb/military
aircraft plot

m Lag: 14 yrs




NE

= David Williams, 28 r
m Age at conversion: 22 b
m NY bomb/military - i

aircraft plot
m Lag: 6 yrs
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NE

R~

m Laguerre Payen, 28
m Age at conversion: 21

m NY bomb/military
aircraft plot

mlLag: /yrs



Primary Focus

m Islamic Groups
Nation of Islam (NOI)
Moorish-Science Temple
Sunni/Wahabbi
Shiite
Al-Islam
Prison Islam/Religious Gangs

White Supremacy Groups

-- Odin/Asatru
— Christian Identity
— Church of the Creator




Conversion Figures

m Fastest growing religion in prison is Islam
m 80% of all prison conversions are to Islam

m Converts include African-Americans, Hispanics
and Whites

m Annual prisoner conversions to Islam: 35,000
m Percent Muslims in major prison systems: 18%
m Prison conversions to Islam since 9/11: 175,000




Moorish Science Temple

m Founded 1913 In
Newark NJ by Nobel
Drew Al

m African-Americans are
Islamic “Moors”

m Negro/Black slave
terms

m “El” or “Bay”
correction




Nation of Islam

m Evolved from
Moorish-Science In
Detroit,1930

® Introduced to prison
by Elijah Muhammad,
1942

m Black superiority,
racial separation,
justice through Islam




The Model Convert

m Malcolm X
m Nation of Islam

m Age of conversion: 23
(Concord
Reformatory, Mass.)

m Influence: Brother




Radical Convert

m Eldridge Cleaver
m Nation of Islam

m Age of conversion:
early 20s (San
Quentin)

m Influence: Cellmate




The Study: Interviews

m 15 Chaplains

m 9 Gang Intelligence Officials
m 30 Prisoners

— Native American, Islam, Black Hebrew,
Buddhist, Hindu, Identity, Odin, Wicca

California State Prison-Sacramento (New
Folsom)

Folsom Prison
Franklin Correctional Institution




FIndings

1. Inmate conversions happen through
friend and kinship networks

2. Primary motivation for conversion is
spiritual searching

3. Most conversions have positive effect




FIndings

4. Radical inmates are radicalized by other
Inmates, not outside influences

5. Organizationally, radicalization is based
on a prison gang model

6. Individually, radicalization occurs through
one-on-one proselytizing by charismatic
leaders




FIndings

/. Maximum security is more likely to
produce radicalized prisoners

little rehabilitation

yards are more politically charged
more overcrowded

more gang infested and violent




FIndings

8. Terrorist threat is in small groups
modeled on JIS

9. Best safeguards against radicalization
may be more chaplains and programs run
by “moderate” inmate leaders




Petri Dish for Terrorism




Profile of Potential Terrorist

m Maximum security prisoner who has spent
most of his life incarcerated

m No family
®m Angry and anti-authoritarian
m Pressed into violent gang culture

m Becomes a pious devotee of extremist
religion (i.e., Wahhabi, Identity)

m Has support for terror goals upon parole




Richard Reid

m Age at conversion: 20 (British prison)
m Upon advice of father

m Al-Qaeda

m Terrorism: 2003 “Shoe-bombing” plot




The Richard Reid Syndrome

Marcus, 37, Afro-American/LA/Kidnapping
Raised Christian/Athens Park Bloods
Chronic recidivist/Nation of Islam

Converted to Sunni Islam at Corchoran SHU
through advice of father, an ex-con

Converted to Wahhabism at New Folsom
Joined JIS in 2004




John Walker Lindh

m Age at conversion: 12

® Introduced to
Malco/m X by mother

m Introduced to Black
Nationalism through
hip-hop music

m Joined Taliban prior
to 9/11




The John Walker Lindh Syndrome

m Mario, 20 yr old Colombian, NYC/armed
robbery

m Born Catholic, Latin Kings
m Joined Zulu Nation/Africa Bambatta

m Converted to Islam by Pakistani cellmate
In Florida

m Now politicized Black Nationalism




Contact Information

m Mark S. Hamm, Professor
Criminology Department
Indiana State University
Mhamm@bluemarble.net
812-237-2191






