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About the Study
Research Questions:

● To what extent are different types of IPV reported among Albanian American
Women (AAW) residing in the US?

● Is a woman’s educational attainment relevant to the type and frequency of
coercive control she may experience?

Hypothesis: 
● DV among AAW is at lower rate than native Albanian women.
● AAW experience physical abuse at a higher rate than any other type of

abuse.
● DV is more prevalent among women without a higher education degree than

those with a higher education degree.
● Coercive Control among AAW is prevalent at a higher rate than expected.



❖ Domestic Violence (physical)

❖ Intimate Partner Violence (usually means sexual relationship)

❖ Coercive Control (psychological, emotional)

Conceptualizing Domestic Violence



The Sample & Methodology
● Sample Size: 500 participants (900)
● PAR & CBPR
● Mixed methods & utilizes a CCB measure (Lehmann & Pillai, 2012).
● Quantitative/ Qualitative data analysis



Major findings

❖ Emotional abuse was highest form, physical abuse much lower than
expected

❖ Coercive control is fairly high, specifically isolation, intimidation &
emotional



Recommendations
❖ Creating proactive interventions in response to reports of coercive

controlling behaviors and tactics
❖ Opening up conversations about healthy, respectful and cohesive

relationships
❖ Providing a culturally sensitive framework for Law Enforcement & other

professionals such as lawyers, social workers, etc.
❖ Recognizing coercive control as a punishable criminal act in all states,

considering that these types of abuse escalate to deadly violence
❖ Educating children about healthy relationships and destigmatizing

nontraditional gender roles
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