
Forensic science is the application of science to matters of legal concern. 
It encompasses the analysis of physical evidence in its many forms, and 
applies scientific principles to reconstruct the events that occurred before 
and during the commission of a crime. 

Scientific problem-solving is a key component of these processes. As a 
result, students in the forensic science program at John Jay College undergo 
extensive training in the core sciences of chemistry, biology, and physics in 
their first two years of the program. Students then complete coursework in 
the legal aspects of scientific evidence before moving on to a specialization. 

The program at John Jay College is grounded in practical, hands-on 
experience and all students are required to complete an undergraduate 
research project or external laboratory internship. Students will learn the 
theory and techniques necessary to master the laboratory sciences, field 
investigation and expert testimony requirements of a successful graduate.

What Will you learn 
about in this major?

Gender Studies

major

educating for justice

in this major you Will

Take intensive chemistry and math classes, along with 
courses in biology, physics, law.

Do hands-on laboratory work.

Write lab reports and research papers.

Use instruments such as GC, (Gas Chromatography), 
HPLC (High Performance Liquid Chromatography), UV/
Vis (Ultraviolet-visible spectroscopy).

Complete a research project or external laboratory 
internship.

Specialize in one of the following program tracks: 

toxicology, criminalistics, molecular biology.

First Courses in the major

FOS foundation courses are in math, chemistry, 

and biology, and students should start building this 

foundation right from their first term. Not all FOS 

students begin at the same level in these areas, so it 

is essential to consult with an academic advisor to 

determine appropriate first courses. 

See further major requirements at: 

http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/643.php 

  baChelor oF sCienCe in 
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sCienCe Department, room 4510 north hall, 445 West 59th street, neW york City   

212.237.8771     WWW.jjay.Cuny.eDu/Departments/sCienCe/aboutus.php  

“I feel that I received enough training and education in the program so that when I do go into the field I will be 
ready and will be able to comprehend what my responsibilities are.” 

— 2007 FOS Graduate



What CritiCal thinking skills Will you Develop 
in this major?

�� Strong observation skills

�� Scientific analytical ability

�� Data interpretation

�� Scientific problem-solving 

�� Ability to experiment intelligently with different 
scientific techniques

�� Ability to document the transfer, storage, and analysis of 
evidence carefully and precisely 

�� Application of scientific principles to criminal and legal 
situations

�� Clear communication skills to describe and explain 
complex science to non-scientists in the legal system

 
For more information about minors, go to:
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/662.php 

What opportunities Will this major oFFer you?

�� Research and internship opportunities

�� Work with/learn from experts in the field

�� Prism program: provides financial incentives to students 
to participate in faculty-mentored research projects and 
also sponsors seminars and short courses to promote 
student research; supports student travel to scientific 
conferences; and funds the purchase of research supplies 
and equipment for student research projects.

this major Can be a great FounDation For a 
WiDe range oF jobs, but some possibilities 
to ConsiDer are: 

�� Crime Lab Specialist

�� Medical Examiner

�� Federal/State Investigator

�� Pharmaceutical Scientist

�� Research Scientist

�� Scientist Administrator

�� Teacher    

Forensic Science can be excellent preparation for 
science graduate programs and medical school.

For more detailed information on these career ideas 
and for additional ones, contact:  

Center for Career & Professional Development 
(L.72.00 New Building)
Phone:  212.237.8754
Email: careers@jjay.cuny.edu
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/1614.php

“My thesis project allowed me to work many of the techniques and instruments (PCR, capillary electrophoresis,
 ABI 310 Genetic Analyzer) that I currently use as a forensic DNA analyst.”

— 2004 FOS Graduate


