
Philosophy involves a critical examination of our most fundamental beliefs 
about truth and reality, right and wrong. In this major, students study the 
traditional answers to the basic questions in western philosophy and also 
the important critiques of that dominant tradition. Philosophy majors 
learn sophisticated forms of reasoning and textual analysis, and deepen 
their understanding of basic human problems and possibilities. They will 
explore issues of ethics and justice that are crucial to contemporary legal, 
political, and public policy debates. 

What Will you learn 
about in this major?

Gender Studies

major

educating for justice

in this major you Will

Reflect on fundamental ethical and justice issues

Focus on big questions and alternative points of view

Develop and articulate your own judgments on key 

ethical and  philosophical issues

Learn to present more complex and compelling  arguments

Read and discuss great works of philosophy

Design your own senior year research project to synthesize 

what you’ve learned

First Courses in the major

PHI 105  Critical Thinking and Informal Logic

PHI 210  Ethical Theory

PHI 231  Knowing, Being, and Doing

 

See further major requirements at: 

http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/5305.php 

baChelor oF arts in      

PhilosoPhy
DePartment oF PhilosoPhy, room 8.63.23 neW builDing, 524 West 59th street, neW yorK City

212.237.8325      httP://WWW.jjay.Cuny.eDu/PhilosoPhy/ 

“To teach us how to live without certainty, and yet without being paralyzed by hesitation, is perhaps 
the chief thing that philosophy, in our age, can still do for those who study it.” 

— Bertrand Russell

 



What CritiCal thinKing sKills Will you 
DeveloP in this major?

�� Analyzing and understanding complex texts

�� Presenting difficult ideas — others’ and your own — 
clearly

�� Listening to others’ ideas and responding 
constructively

�� Developing and researching significant questions

�� Evaluating and constructing strong arguments

�� Critically assessing practical options and acting on 
the best one

�� Writing effective analytical essays

DePenDing on your interests, What minor 
might be a gooD ComPlement to this major?

�� English 

�� Humanities and Justice 

�� Anthropology 

�� History 

�� Gender Studies

�� Political Science

�� Sociology

For more information about minors, go to:
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/662.php 

What oPPortunities Will this major oFFer 
you?

The Criminal Justice Ethics Institute offers fellowships for 
students doing original research in the area of criminal 
justice ethics.

this major Can be a great FounDation For a 
WiDe range oF jobs, but some Possibilities 
to ConsiDer are: 

�� Law

�� Public Service

�� Crisis Intervention Counselor

�� Diplomat

�� Business/Finance 

�� Policy Analyst

�� Public Relations

�� Computer Programming

�� Information Sciences and Humanities

�� Journalism

�� Organizational Consulting

�� Medicine

�� Teaching

Philosophy is great preparation for law 
school, Philosophy graduate school and other 
humanities graduate programs!

For more detailed information on these career ideas 
and for additional ones, contact:  

Center for Career & Professional Development 
(L.72.00 New Building)
Phone:  212.237.8754
Email: careers@jjay.cuny.edu
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/1614.php

“In intellectual disciplines and in the enjoyment of art and nature we discover value in our ability to forget 
self, to be realistic, to perceive justly. We use our imagination not to escape the world, but to join it.” 

— Iris Murdoch


