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Jamila Hodge became Equal Justice USA’s second Executive Director in 2021 bringing 
more than 15 years of criminal justice experience as a prosecutor, policy advisor, and 
technical assistance provider. Her goal is to establish EJUSA as a leader in building 
solutions to violence outside of the criminal legal system by demonstrating the impact of 
EJUSA’s work and expanding its reach throughout the country. She comes to EJUSA 
after launching the Reshaping Prosecution Program at the Vera Institute of Justice, 
where she and her team worked with progressive prosecutors, community-based 
organizations, and people impacted by the system to develop policy and practice 
reforms to end mass incarceration and reduce racial disparities within the system. One 
of the signature initiatives she launched was Motion for Justice, which centers racial 
equity in transforming the role of the prosecutor and aims to implement concrete racial 
equity strategies in partnership with community-based organizations. Before Vera, Jami 
logged many achievements across a 12-year career in the U.S. Department of Justice 
as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia. She spent four of those years 
as a community prosecutor focused on intervention and prevention of harm. She also 
served in the Office of Legal Policy, where she helped shape policies for people 
returning from incarceration and those seeking access to counsel in criminal 
proceedings. Later, she worked in the office of then-Vice President Joe Biden as an 
advisor on criminal justice and drug policies. Jami has demonstrated her expertise on 
CBS, MSNBC, ABC Nightline, and many other media outlets. She earned her law 
degree from Duke University School of Law and her bachelor of arts in psychology and 
sociology at the University of Michigan.  She lives in the greater Washington, D.C. area 
with her husband and two daughters. 


