
CRIME, CLASS AND CAPITALISM:  
THE ECONOMICS OF JUSTICE  
ECO 170  
 
Tuesday & Thursday  
8am-9:15am Haaren Hall 210 
4:30pm-5:45pm Haaren Hall 210 
 
 
Instructor: Professor Thenor lthenor@jjay.cuny.edu  
Office hours: Thursday 9:15am-11:15am or by appointment| Room 008W Westport 
 
Consider this document as “Terms of Service” for this course. All the information you 
need about assignments, grades, policies, objectives and more is contained in this 
document. You are responsible for knowing this information. If you have any questions 
about the course, review this document before asking the instructor. 
 
 Course description: This course examines the connections between capitalism and the 
criminal justice system in the United States. It investigates the relationships among economic 
injustice, poverty, wealth, anti-social behavior, crime and the criminal justice system. The course 
studies how the criminal justice system shapes the lives of individuals from a variety of 
socioeconomic classes.  
 
There are no prerequisites for this course.  
 
About this course: A First Year Seminar is defined by John Jay as “small, hands-on 
classes designed for freshmen. In these classes, you will have the chance to work closely with 
supportive FYS professors and further develop your own academic and career interests.”  
 
Learning objectives: This course will mainly focus on economics in the United States but 
will also seek to foster an understanding of global economic processes. By the end of this 
course, students should be able to express an introductory understanding of:  
 
• Capitalism: It’s history, development and how it operates in relation to the state. 
 • Crime: Why it exists, what it is and how it is figured.  
• Criminals: Who are criminals, and how does capitalism relate to this designation?  
• Class: How does class affect our views of capitalism, crime and criminals?  
• Globalization: What does it have to do with crime and capitalism? 
 • Intersectionality: How do racism, sexism and other special oppressions connect with crime 
and capitalism?  
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Peer success coach: Your peer success coach is a successful and well-accomplished 
John Jay student who is dedicated to supporting your success this semester (and beyond). 
They will keep you informed about upcoming events and opportunities, college policies and 
deadlines, and is knowledgeable about the services available at the college. In addition to 
staying in touch with them, I strongly recommend that you to meet with them at least once this 
semester for a 30 minute coaching session. I encourage office visits if you are struggling with 
the course, but will ask you if you have seen your peer success coach first. They will assist you 
in following through on a plan to reach your academic and postgraduate goals, including 
recommending action items, helping you remove obstacles, and referring you to valuable 
resources.  

Your peer success coach for this course is: 

(8:00-9:25) 

Safiatou Hamadama 

Phone: N/A 

Email: Safiatou.Hamadama@jjay.cuny.edu 
 
Course texts: The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison: Ideology, Class and Criminal 
Justice Jeffrey Reiman and Paul Leighton 10th/11th Edition. 

I expect you to read the entire text over the course of the semester, and will include questions pertaining 

to the text that we may not cover in class on exams. All other course texts are provided on Blackboard. 

 
Evaluation and Assessment  

The grading scale will be the following (grades rounded to the nearest whole number):  
 
A 100-93 % A- 92-90 %                       B+ 89-87 % B 86-83 %  
B- 82-80 % C+ 79-77 %                      C 76-73 % C- 72-70 %  
D+ 69-67 % D 66-63 %                        D- 63-60 % F Less than 60 %  
 

Class participation and discussion – 20% 

Student participation is required. Students are expected to arrive to class on time, having 

read the required readings, and prepared to work. Regular attendance and participation 

in classroom discussions will impact positively on your final grade. Students who 

routinely miss classes or arrive late tend not to understand the assignments or gain insights 

from class discussion. As a result, they do poorly during subsequent discussions and on exams, 

and will score poorly on assignments. Be punctual and attend all classes. Students will be 

asked to reflect on readings by answering discussion questions in writing and orally discussing 
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their answers at the beginning of most classes. Make-up exams are not guaranteed, but may be 

offered in the event of an emergency with approval from the Professor.  

Class Assignments Class Participation, Worksheets, Small Group Activities : Class 

participation in discussions and small group activities is expected and contributes to your grade. 

Points will be based on student answers to reflection questions discussed at the beginning of 

class, various worksheets, and participation in group activities during class. Students will also 

earn points for commenting on student work posted on Blackboard.  

Media analysis - 15% 

A huge part of how crime is popularly conceptualized is through the media. There will be two 

media assignments where you are to pick a news story that illustrates the intersection of crime, 

class, and capitalism and, in about 500 words, analyze it using what we’ve learned in class so far 

(including the text!). 

 

Final project – 20% 

Students will be expected to compile a 5-minute presentation to the class, as well as a 2000 

word paper focusing on a case study that intersects crime, class and capitalism. We will discuss 

this more in class, but I will expect your final topic selection consulted on and emailed to me 

before the midterm. 

 

Exams (Midterm and Final) – 50% 

These exams will cover the basic learning objectives of the course, and there will be review 

classes before each so we can discuss questions together. Each exam will count for 25% of the 

total grade.  

 

Late work policy 
 
I will only accept late work with valid documented proof of: illness, work 

emergency, family emergency and natural disasters. This is a hard boundary! 

Please respect this! 

 
Attendance and participation policy  
Discussion and asking questions are two critical components to learning. You cannot 
accomplish these without being physically and mentally present in class. Attendance is 
mandatory. If you are ill, do not come to class. If you have an illness or documented 
emergency that prevents you from attending class, I can excuse your absence once you bring 
me a doctor’s note or other sort of notice. The class attendance is taken at the beginning of 
class. If you are late, your attendance will suffer. Cell phones, computers, sleeping, chatting, 
etc, are all distractions and may result in deductions from your class participation grade.  
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Extra credit  
Based on how the course proceeds, YOU MAY have the opportunity to earn extra credit. 
Assignments may include but are not limited to attending lectures, giving feedback on videos 
watched in class, etc. PLEASE NOTE: Those opportunities will be given at my discretion and 
once deadline has passed, I will not accept ANY extra credit assignments.   Also, students 
will be notified weeks in advance and have ample time to submit.  
 
 
Student success  
You are responsible for your success in this class and for ensuring you have met the obligations 
outlined in this syllabus. I expect you to come to class having read the material to be discussed. 
I expect you to participate fully during discussions, either voluntarily or when called upon. I 
expect you to check your email daily and complete your work on time. Students who read the 
texts, turn in their work and participate in class have an excellent chance at success. Students 
who take advantage of my office hours, seeking help with understanding the material or 
improving their writing also have an excellent chance at success. If you are unable to meet me 
during office hours because of work or another class, I will make the time to meet you if you ask.  
 
Grading and Evaluation Evaluation: 

● Your classroom comments and the results from the daily discussion questions will be 
used to assess, among other things, whether you are doing the assigned readings.  

● Your classroom comments and writing assignments will be used to assess your ability to 
locate, analyze and integrate information from the readings and the lectures.  

● The writing of article summaries and essays will enable students to gain expertise in 
thinking and writing about information and ideas from course readings and class 
discussion, to use concepts and theory to analyze research and policy, and to use APA 
style. Mastery of these skills is crucial to becoming good researchers and to do well in 
later courses.  

● Your final grade will reflect the degree to which you do the assigned readings, think 
critically, and write well. Students will be also rewarded for presenting reasonably 
coherent and well thought through arguments. Credit will also be given for consistent 
attempts to present ideas in class.  

●  Late papers and assignments will only be accepted if lateness is approved by the 
professor in advance of the due date, or with proof of an emergency. Late papers and 
assignments will not be accepted later than one week after the due date, and will lose 
points (1 point per day). 

● Students MAY be given the opportunity to re-do or re-write a paper or assignment (with 
the new grade averaged with the previous grade) only after discussion with the professor 
during an office appointment  

● Students are encouraged to meet with the professor one-on-one at least once. 
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Course Outline  
I reserve the right to make changes to this outline.  

 
Week One:  
(8/27) Review of syllabus, introductions, general overview of the course.What do we mean by: 
Crime, Class and Capitalism?  
(8/29) NO CLASS! Discussion Board Assignment will be posted on Blackboard DUE 
Saturday 11:59pm! 
 
Week Two: What is Capitalism?  
(9/3) What do we mean by: Crime, Class and Capitalism? 
(9/5) NO CLASS! Discussion Board Assignment will be posted on Blackboard DUE 
Saturday 11:59pm! 
 
Week Three: What is Capitalism? & What is the State?  
(9/10) What is Capitalism?- Reiman & Leighton, pp. 225-229 
(9/12)  What is the State? + Special Bodies of Armed Men- Reiman & Leighton, pp. 11-51 
  
Week Four: 9/17+(9/19)  So... who is a criminal? 
Reiman & Leighton, pp. 65-72 
  
Week Five:(9/24) +(9/26) Reality of Crime  
 Crimes by Other Names: 
Reiman & Leighton, pp. 87-100 
 
First media analysis due on Blackboard 9/26 
 
Week Six:10/1 (No class) + 10/3 
(10/1) Discussion Board Assignment will be posted on Blackboard DUE Saturday 10/5 
11:59pm! 
(10/3) Is Racism and institutional racism a crime? 
Readings on Blackboard 
 
Week Seven: Institutional Corruption & Sources of Crime 
(10/8) NO CLASS! 
(10/10) Reiman & Leighton, pp. 30-51 
 
Week Eight – 10/15 + 10/17-What it takes? 
Attica rebellion Reiman & Leighton, pp. 160 – 163 - Additional readings on Blackboard 
 *possible guest speaker* 
 Project topics due on Blackboard! 
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Week Nine – 10/22 + 10/24 
Midterm review + Midterm 
  
Week Ten –10/29 + 10/31  
Intersections between social movements, capitalism and crime 
Reiman & Leighton, pp. 118-156 

 
Second media analysis due on Blackboard 10/31 

 
Week Eleven  – 11/5 (Last day to drop class with a “W”) + 11/7 
DACA and immigration 
Readings on Blackboard 
 

Final project outline due on Blackboard - 11/7 
 
Week Twelve – 11/12 + 11/14  
Changing perspectives in society 
Readings on Blackboard 
 
 

Final project outline due on Blackboard - 11/7 
 
Week Thirteen –  Financial Crisis 2008 & Enron 
Reiman & Leighton, pp. 156 – 160 - Additional readings on Blackboard 
 
Week Fourteen – 11/26 + 11/28 (No class) 
Focusing on your final project – what’s needed and how to get there 
 
Week Fifteen – What next?  
What next? Criminal justice alternatives 
Reiman & Leighton, pp. 207-221 - Presentations begin 12/5 
 
Week Sixteen – 12/10 + 12/12 
Presentations and review for final exam. 
Final project due on Blackboard - 12/12 
 

Final project due on Blackboard - 12/12 
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John Jay Policies 

 
Disability Policy 
Students with permanent or temporary disabilities who would like to discuss classroom or exam 
accommodations should let me know as soon as possible and we can meet to discuss how to 
accommodate you. For your information, the phone number for Student Accessibility Services is 
(212) 237-8031, if you want to call and register. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Students should review John Jay’s policy on academic honesty, which can be located here: 
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/web_images/Policyand_Procedures.pdf 
 
John Jay defines plagiarism as “the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words, or artistic, 
scientific, or technological work as one’s own creation. Using the ideas or work of another is 
permissible only when the original author is identified.” 
 
Please cite all work in APA style. Here is a resource for you to go by: 
https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/apa-format/ 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. I reserve the right to review your work using plagiarism 
detection tools such as turnitin.com 
 

     Plagiarizing is the easiest way to fail this course – DON’T DO IT. 
 
Writing Center 
If you’re having trouble with the course because of your writing skills, the writing center is a 
great way to improve your grade. The office is at 1.65NB. 
 
Wellness Center 
Most of us are suffering because of the economy. If you face challenges securing food, 
transport,housing and believe that this may affect your performance in this class, or your ability 
to remain enrolled at John Jay, you are urged to contact the Wellness Center (212-237-8111 / 
L68 NB) for support. 
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