
Career Options Available for Individuals with a B.A. in English 

 

English majors develop superior reading, writing, and analytical skills that lead to 
success in any field. Past English majors have opted for a variety of careers in 
government, business, research, education and publishing, as well as in the 
cultural, entertainment, and communications industries.   Majoring in English 
prepares students to succeed within many, many career-paths, but it also allows 
for flexibility in moving from one career to another. This is because an English 
major’s skill set is highly transferable from one industry to another.  The B.A. in 
English gives students both marketability and flexibility, which could prove to be a 
considerable asset in an uncertain job market. 

Some of the known career paths of English B.A.’s are: 
 

Government or Law: 

English majors are well qualified for positions in government or law that depend 
on critical thinking, textual analysis, and advanced writing skills. 

• Chief of Police 

• Contract Administrator 

• Foreign Service Officer 

• Governor 

• Intelligence Officer/Agent (FBI, CIA, NSA, military) 

• Judge 

• Lawyer 

• Legislative Aide 

• Lobbying Researcher 

• Lobbyist 

• Mayor 

• Paralegal 

• Policy and Procedures Analyst 

• Political Campaign Worker 
 

Business:  

The reading and writing skills mastered by English majors are especially 
marketable in the business sector, wherever effective written communication is 
essential to success.  Further, the critical analysis of texts develops skills in 
strategic thinking useful in business. 

• Advertising Media Planner 

• Computer Instructional Designer 

• Computer Marketing Communications Specialist 

• Consulting Operations Administrator 



• Contract Administrator 

• Copy Editor/Reader 

• Corporate Communications Specialist 

• Energy Communications Specialist/Researcher 

• Environmental Researcher 

• Financial Analyst 

• Labor Relations Researcher 

• Market Research Assistant/Account Executive 

• Public Affairs Coordinator 

• Public Relations Specialist 

• Technical Writer 

Education, Entertainment, and Communications: 

English B.A.’s can directly apply their learned skills to careers in education, 
entertainment, and communications. 

• Academic Advisor 

• Actor 

• Alumni Affairs Coordinator 

• College Admissions Officer 

• College Development Specialist 

• Editor/Editorial Assistant 

• Educational Researcher 

• Educational Sales Representative 

• Elementary School Teacher 

• Film Production Assistant 

• Freelance Writer 

• Museum Researcher/Administrator 

• Professor 

• Public Information Specialist 

• Radio/Television Copywriter 

• Secondary School Teacher 

• Special Education Teacher 
 


