MEET THE 2020-2021 OSRC RESEARCH/CREATIVITY ASSISTANT SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

ADAM RAMIREZ

is a sophomore currently pursuing a
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, with a minor in Sociology
at John Jay College of Criminal Justice. He is currently
a member of the APPLE Corps program and has also
been involved in John Jay’s Pre-Law institute. Adam
is passionate about helping uplift under-represented
communities in New York City. In 2018, he worked at
the SUNY Manhattan Educational Opportunity Center
(MEOC), helping provide employment and education
services to adults. Recently, he also volunteered at
Hunter College’s Food Policy Center to help connect
families affected by the pandemic with food resource
guides. Following his undergraduate degree, Adam
plans to pursue a graduate degree in Philosophy.
Under the mentorship of Professor John Pittman, Adam
plans to explore the ethical theory of virtue and the role
it plays in forming class systems in societies. Using the
texts of past philosophers, Adam will create an outline
that would best define virtue in contemporary society,
to study how those virtues are taught in America.
Furthermore, he will analyze the relation of virtue to the
growth of inequalities and class division in American
society. Through his research, Adam hopes to add
another point of view to America’s growing class divide.

ALIYA BIRNBAUM

graduated from the University of
South Florida with her Bachelor’s in Psychology and
Criminology in 2017. Aliya is a fellow for the Pinkerton
Graduate Community Fellowship where she interned
at the Bronx Defenders, a public defense organization
that provides individualized representation in the
courtroom and holistic care for the community it serves.
Aliya currently works as a research assistant in Dr.
Emily Haney-Caron’s Youth Law & Psychology lab by
collaborating on projects to influence juvenile justice
policy reform and to educate attorneys on best practices
concerning adolescent development. After finishing her
master’s degree, Aliya intends to pursue her Ph.D. in
Clinical Psychology to continue her work with youth in
the justice system.
Aliya’s research interests in forensic psychology are
juvenile justice policy reform, the relationship between
race and the legal system, and severe mental illness
in the justice system. She is currently working on her
master’s thesis that will examine the impact of race on
the attorney-juvenile relationship, and the likelihood of
acquiescence to attorney plea recommendations. Aliya
seeks to address the gaps in the literature regarding the
juvenile plea bargain process and hopes the information
from her study would increase awareness and contribute
to the reduction of racial bias in the legal settings.

FIONA WANG

GENEVIEVE BIGGERS is

Under the supervision of Dr. Saul Kassin, Fiona will

In completing her project Genevieve will follow the basic
methodological standards of an academic historian in
her investigation of religious persecution. She will review
current scholarly texts on the topic of ancient religion
to collect and analyze a body of historical documents
pertinent to her research question. Following her

is an international student from Taiwan
and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in Forensic
Psychology. She received her bachelor’s degree in
Psychology and Criminology from the University of
California. Fiona works as a research assistant in
Dr. Kovera’s lab where she facilitates experiments in
eyewitness identification and plea bargaining. She is
interested in the research and practice of psychological
assessment, including competency evaluations, screening
and selection of law enforcement applicants, and providing
expert courtroom testimony or consultation.
conduct a survey study on police interrogation practices
and beliefs of police investigators in Taiwan. Her survey is
based on one created by Kassin et al. (2007) for a North
American sample; it would be modified to contain more
relevant questions to the legal and criminal justice system
in Taiwan. The study results will be compared to those
from the original study; this would offer information about
the common interrogation techniques practiced around
the world and shed light on the unique police practices
and beliefs specific to Taiwan. Fiona will attempt at
understanding what goes on inside the interrogation room
and how this could provide a significant insight from the
perspective of law enforcement.

MIKELINA FRAN GJERGJ was born in Shkoder

and raised in Tirane, Albania. She earned her
Bachelor’s in Law and Society and was recently
admitted to John Jay’s Public Administration and
Public Policy program. She interned at the Office
of Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner and served
as a Model Senator in the New York State
Senate during a mock session to discuss the bail
reform bill. She is the recipient of The Last Mile
Scholarship given to students in recognition of
their commitment to social justice.
As a second year OSRC scholarship recipient, her
research project navigates Albanian immigrant
women’s perceptions of domestic violence in New
York City through the theory of naming, blaming,
and claiming. According to this theory, women
must name their experiences as domestic violence,
blame their abusive partners, and communicate
the fault to them before they can file an official
domestic violence incident report. Albanian
women may rely on interpretative frameworks,
immigration/domestic violence laws, and personal/
contextual resources in order to make sense of
their experiences. Mikelina plans to conduct indepth interviews with Albanian immigrant women
to discover how their legal consciousness may
affect their help-seeking behaviors.

originally from a small town
in Oklahoma and moved to the city six years ago. She
is currently a senior majoring in History with a minor in
English. Genevieve is a second year OSRC scholar and
plans to attend graduate school at some point in her not
too distant future.

research last year on the ancient Greeks and Hebrews,
she will now explore the Romans and Christians, to
further study the trends of reciprocal persecution. Her
mentor, Dr. Matthew Perry’s will train her in the scholarly
conventions regarding primary and secondary source
analysis. As a prospective historian, Genevieve will
need to be able to locate copies of relevant documents
and to discern their historical context. She will also
be engaging critically with scholarly apparatuses in
secondary texts, including footnotes, source lists,
and appendices. Finally, Genevieve will assemble her
findings into a research paper suitable for presentation
at an undergraduate-themed venue.

MIRI LIEBER is a senior pursuing a Bachelor of

Arts in Forensic Psychology with a minor in Law.
She is a member of Macaulay Honors College,
the Honors Program, and serves as a mentor
for incoming freshman students. Miri became
a research assistant in Dr. Kelly McWilliams’
Child Law lab and is currently working as a lab
manager. Miri hopes to pursue a doctoral degree
in Legal Psychology and continue to research
the psychological processes underpinning legal
decision-making in their community.
Miri is interested in the intersection of Social
Psychology and the Law, specifically as
it relates to the grand jury. Having served
as a grand juror herself, Miri has had the
opportunity of having a unique insight into the
inner-workings of the grand jury that are often
veiled in secrecy and have yet to be explored
through psychological research. Miri will be
working under the guidance of Dr. Kovera and
Dr. Fessinger. This research project aims to
explore diffusion of responsibility within grand
jurors, and the underlying psychology behind
indictment decisions.

ANNA YUAN DAI is

an undergraduate student majoring
in Criminal Justice, with a specialization in Criminal Law
& Procedure and a minor in Computer Science. Anna is
also in an advanced certification program in digital forensic
science. Anna is passionate about technology in general,
programming, data science, and particularly the impacts
of technology in society. Furthermore, the digital forensic
science courses have developed her interests in cyber
security, particularly on network security.
Anna’s research will be focused on Constrained Application
Protocol (CoAP) security issues and vulnerabilities with
respect to the Internet of Things (IoT) medical healthcare
devices. In the upcoming academic year, she will be
examining the CoAP protocol security vulnerabilities and
will aim to devise and propose a feasible solution to these
issues under the guidance of professor Muath Obaidat.

GISELLE PIEDRA is

a first-generation college student.
She comes from a Mexican background, but was born
and raised in Queens, New York. Giselle is a rising senior
at John Jay College and is pursuing a bachelor’s degree
in Cellular and Molecular Biology. During her sophomore
year, she became a member of the National Society of
Leadership and Success (NSLS) where she engaged in
different community service projects.
Giselle is currently conducting research under the
guidance of Dr. Lissette Delgado-Cruzata, where she will
focus on the chemotherapy drug Mitomycin-C, and its
effects on gene expression in miRNA’s found in Breast

cancer cells. MicroRNAs have an important role in
regulating gene expression. She is interesting on studying
how common Cancer abnormal miRNA expression
has been shown to affect the hallmarks of cancer and
how it can lead to the evolvement of cell proliferation,
growth suppressors, apoptosis resistance and activation
of metastasis. The objective of her research will be to
determine the effects Mitomycin-C concentrations have
on miRNA expression levels to minimize the growth of
Breast cancer cells at a given amount of exposure.

NATALIA AHN was born in Marabá, Brazil. She

migrated from North to Southeast Brazil to attend
Law School before immigrating to the United
States. She recently finished her bachelor’s
in Criminal Justice and is currently pursuing
a master’s degree in Human Rights. Natalia
currently works as an Immigration Paralegal and
is a member of the National Society of Leadership
and Success. She volunteered during the
Covid-19 pandemic as an Immigration Paralegal
to help Brazilian women facing domestic violence
in her community.
Natalia’s research project, guided by Dr. Maria
Rossi, aims to explore the conciliation of Latina
mother-students between motherhood and
college life. Through a set of testimonials and
using a review of past literature, she hopes this
will help her connect these different roles, ways
of self-representation, and obstacles that Latina
mothers/students have faced throughout their
college experience. Natalia hopes to develop
some strategies to improve the quality of life in
academia for Latina mothers/students through
their testimonials and giving voice to this unheard
and sometimes marginalized population.

DEVON KAAT

is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Arts
in Forensic Psychology and a Bachelor of Science in
Applied Mathematics. Devon was accepted into a Crime
Analytics Research experience under the National
Science foundation at University of North Carolina
for research in Artificial Intelligence-Based Video
Surveillance Analytics. He also joined as a Supplemental
Math instructor at the college and was accepted as a
Teaching for Social Justice Fellow through Columbia
University Teachers College.
As a second year OSRC scholar, Devon’s continued
research with Dr. Kassin explores aspects of educational
psychology and policy. Specifically, he will study the
effects that age, reputation, and expectations may
have on student success as well as any implications
for educational policy. His research will investigate the
relative age effect, and the exponentially increasing
consequences that disadvantaged students face over
time. Devon will document the exponentiallyy increasing
privileges that advantaged students accumulate over
time. Devon anticipates highlighting pervasive underlying
effects in academic settings, and propose solutions
aimed at reducing the inequitable and unbalanced
portions of conventional educational policy.

JOSEPHINE KEHM

is a graduate student pursuing a
master’s degree in International Crime and Justice.
Although she is a native New Yorker, Josephine was
born in the United Kingdom. She was raised in a French
American household, and received her bachelor’s degree
in Montreal, Canada. The master’s program has allowed
Josephine to combine her international background with
her passion for criminology. Following her degree, she
hopes to be able to work in an international environment
allowing her the opportunity to travel.
Under the supervision of Professor Nora Cronin,
Josephine will be exploring the impact of CoVID-19 on

human trafficking in New York State. This research
project will mostly focus on the economic impacts of the
pandemic, and the ways in which financial hardships
expose individuals to exploitation. Her goal for this project
is to better understand the relationship between the global
crisis and human trafficking since CoVID-19 has been an
unchartered territory given the uncommon likelihood of
global pandemics from occurring. Her research will be
concentrated on an already vulnerable population, and the
ways in which the pandemic has made these populations
even more susceptible to exploitation.

NUSRAT S. DEWAN

is a senior majoring in
Forensic Psychology. She is a member of the
Muslim Student Association and Students for
Justice in Palestine at John Jay College. Nusrat
currently tutors high school students in Algebra
and Geometry, and she is part of the CUNY
Pipeline Program, which prepares students
for graduate school and research in higher
level education. Additionally, she works as a
Research Assistant in the Child and Law lab of
Dr. Kelly McWilliams. Nusrat plans on pursuing
a Doctoral Degree after graduation.
Nusrat’s research will focus on how a juror’s
perception of the interrogation evidence differs
based on the age of the defendant. She will
explore how the evidence during interrogations is
used as a method of the juvenile’s susceptibility
to confess. Further, she will investigate how
the difference in age might affect the jury’s
perception of juveniles during trials.

EUJENE CHUNG is a second-year graduate student in the

Forensic Psychology master’s program at John Jay College.
She works as the lab coordinator for Dr. Falkenbach’s
Psychopathy lab and is currently researching treatment for
substance use disorders through her externship at Odyssey
House. She will also be conducting forensic assessments
and writing reports at Fifth Avenue Forensics. As a South
Korean immigrant, she has a special interest in minority
mental health and racial justice in the legal system. Eujene
plans to pursue a PhD in Clinical or Counseling Psychology
upon completion of her master’s degree.
Under the advisement of Dr. Rebecca Weiss and with the
collaboration of Dr. Jacqueline Fisher, Eujene’s research will
examine the construct validity of the Levenson Self-Report
Psychopathy Scale in Asian Americans. The psychopathy
construct has significant implications for defendants in
the criminal justice system. She plans to expand the
serious limitation of the existing literature on psychopathy
with the lack of research demonstrating the validity of
psychopathy assessments on diverse populations such
as women, juveniles, and racial minorities. Eujene hopes
that this project will stimulate further research with Asian
American forensic populations and with other widely used
psychopathy measures such as the PCL-R. She hopes to
close the gap of underrepresented Asian Americans in the
studies on psychopathy, and in psychological research.

KIMBERLY JARAMILLO

is a first-generation college
student born to Colombian parents. She is a junior pursuing
a bachelor’s degree in International Criminal Justice, with
a double minor in Psychology and Criminology at John Jay
College of Criminal Justice. Her sophomore, she was the
Media Chair of the John Jay Campus Activity Board and
currently, she is the Co-Chair for the same organization.
She is currently a member of Young Long Island for
Justice, a youth-led collective of community leaders and
residents on Long Island focused on the involvement of
young people in politics and fighting for social justice at
all levels of government. She also worked as an intern for
former Assemblywoman Christine Pellegrino’s campaign.
Under the guidance of professor Lisandro Pérez, Kimberly’s
research will focus on the migration of Venezuelans to
Colombia. Kimberly began her interest in Venezuela’s
current political and humanitarian crisis because numerous
Venezuelans were fleeing to Colombia, where most of her
family resides. She will examine the leadership of current
laws/policies of Colombia and Venezuela that apply to
immigration. She hopes that this research will bring forth
awareness of immigration in South America while aiding
her with her future career goals.

ROSE WONG is a senior majoring in Computer

Science and Information Security with a minor
in Financial Fraud Examination. As an OSRC
Research/Creativity scholar, she will be working
under the mentorship of Professor Shweta
Jain on digital evidence. Digital evidence can
protect individuals from wrongful convictions
and society from unjust acquittals, but digital
evidence can be tampered.
To address digital evidence integrity, Rose will
be studying Professor Jain’s solution called
E-Witness, a blockchain backed technology
that demonstrates the integrity of digital
evidence captured by smart phones. It is unique
in that it enables evidence to be submitted
anonymously, and it reduces the burden of
forensic verification on the investigator. Rose will
be doing research on maximizing the security of
the blockchain used by E-Witness, with minimal
impact on performance. She hopes that the
long-term impact of this research makes for a
transformation process in which digital media
is exchanged between agencies and changes
the way journalists and editors assure their
audience of the authenticity of digital media.

FAREEHA HUDA

was born and raised in Ozone Park,
New York and is a senior at John Jay College of Criminal
Justice. She will graduate with her bachelor’s degree
in Fraud Examination and Financial Forensics in the
Spring of 2021 and hopes to start her career in the antifraud profession.
Fareeha’s research interest is white-collar crimes;
specifically, financial crimes, which is a field generally
under-researched and under-reported, except for
isolated high-profile cases. Under the guidance and
mentorship of Distinguished Professor David Shapiro,
Fareeha will use a blend of quantitative research,
descriptive statistics, and case studies to study the
forms and changes of financial crimes. Her research
project titled: “White Collar Crime: What’s changed
from Sutherland to date” is an effort to contribute to the
stagnant research on white-collar crime.

MARIA PLATA

is pursuing a BA in Philosophy and
English with a minor Latinx Literature. Before she took
two gap years to finish her degree, she was a Peer
Success Coach, a member of the Student Council, and
an executive of Ink creative writing club at John Jay.
Following her graduation, she plans to attend graduate
school and to get a doctorate degree.
Maria’s research will be focused on the literature
written by Chicanas. She will be doing a literary
analysis of authors such as Helena Maria Viramontes,
Sandra Cisnero, Fernanda Melchor, and Ana Castillo.
Her analysis will address displacement of Mexican
immigrants, their children, and the divide created by the
shift of location by Mexican immigrants living in the U.S.
Maria will use the work philosophers on phenomenology
to connect the experience shared by Chicana writers
to current issues on immigration and on the perception
from other actors involved.

TIANTIAN XIA

TIRZA BEN-ARI

Tiantian’s research will concentrate on
understanding
how
machine
learning
technology helps to enhance user privacy
with IoT devices. Tiantian believes that it is
necessary to connect VPN on public Wi-Fi or
remotely access provider’s networks to prevent
information from being exposed. The project
will be exploring different solutions to protect
user’s privacy by studying the development of
machine learning and data science, the role of
data collection of sensitive personal information
and how users need to be aware of and take
action to protect their information.

Tirza’s research with Dr. Kassin will focus on interrogation
techniques used by law enforcement in Israel. Her research
project is based on a survey that was originally conducted
in North America by Kassin et al. (2007) and replicated in
several countries in Europe and Asia. The study will consist
of a self-report survey in which police officers will be asked to
describe, based on their own perspective, specific aspects
of their interrogation techniques. Certain applications of
these techniques have been previously found to contribute
to miscarriages of justice, such as false confessions, making
it critically important to understand which are common and
which are rare or extraordinary.

is a senior studying Computer
Science. He graduated from Borough of
Manhattan Community College with his A.S. in
Computer science. Tiantian is a member of the
Tech Talent Pipeline that help students learn web
development and get hands on experience in the
program. He was also selected for an internship
opportunity at Major League Hacking which is
an educational program that helps student learn
and experience real world projects.

is an international student from Israel,
entering her second year in the Forensic Psychology
M.A. Program. She received her B.A. from Bar-Ilan
University, where she majored in Psychology and minored
in Criminology. Tirza is on the dual thesis-externship track
and is currently working on her thesis with Dr. Schlesinger,
examining crime scene behaviors of homicidal offenders.
Additionally, she is an executive member of the Master
Students Research Group, and a member of Dr. Kassin’s
Lab, which examines issues of psychology and law, among
them false confessions.

