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First Year Seminars

In your first year at John Jay, you will choose a first year seminar grouped in one of five 
academic and professional areas to explore your goals, identify new academic and pre-
professional opportunities in your field of interest and discover potential paths to take 
you from college to career.

Your First Year Seminar (FYS) is a small, hands-on class in which you will work closely 
with your peers to explore issues of justice. You will be supported by a Student Success 
Team, which includes your peer success coach, FYS professor, academic advisor, and 
career specialist. Your success team will be there to answer your questions, support 
you during your first semester and make sure you are informed about upcoming 
campus opportunities and events!

Academic & Professional
Explorations



CRIMINAL JUSTICE
n  Can you see yourself working in public service 

to support and improve your community?

n  Are you committed to equity in policing,  
public safety or corrections?

When you decide to explore academic and career 
pathways in criminal justice, you will enroll in 
a first year seminar of your choice and English 
101, along with one or more major prerequisites,  
like CJBS 101 or SOC 101.

Justice, the Individual, and Struggle in the 
African American Experience
FY03 AFR 123, Professor Ernest Lee*  
FY05 AFR 123, Staff 
FY06 AFR 123, Professor Carl Fleming Paris
*THIS SECTION IS PART OF THE EARLY START PROGRAM, 
WHICH HAS SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

This course provides first year students with an overview 
of the African American struggle for freedom, justice and 
equal opportunity from colonial times to the present. By 
exploring the African origins of African Americans and the 
legacies of slavery, reconstruction, Jim Crow, migration/
black urbanization, and the Civil Rights/Black Power 
movements, the course connects ideas of personal freedom 
and justice to the lives of today’s students. While studying 
these issues, students will also develop key skills including 
critical inquiry, effective writing, communication, peer 
collaboration, and planning and goal setting.

The Ethnography of Youth and Justice  
in New York City
FY12 ANT 100, Professor José Laguarta Ramírez
This First Year Seminar will examine the tensions around 
justice that exist between young people in New York 
City and the wider society in which they live. We will ask 
questions such as: What does it mean to grow up in a 
world with changing freedoms, restrictions, opportunities 
and expectations? How do young people try to achieve 
justice for themselves and others when the rules and the 
outcomes sometimes seem unfair? We will explore the 
dynamic of justice and freedom through topics such as 

sexuality, labor, violence and drugs. In this class you will 
learn in theory and use in practice the skills that it takes 
to be a researcher, skills that will be useful for your school 
years and in your future professional career.

Justice and Communication in Civic Life
FY18 COM 155, Professor Elton Beckett
This course provides entering freshmen with the 
opportunity to learn how engaged citizens have used public 
speaking to influence the outcomes of a range of political 
and social justice issues. Students in this class will also 
learn to use traditional and contemporary methods when 
presenting their ideas or influencing decisions. Learning to 
organize ideas and to argue or defend positions is crucial 
to the relationship between democracy, justice, and public 
service. Students will also be supported in their transition 
into the academic and social community at John Jay.

Crime, Class, Capitalism:  
The Economics of Justice
FY20 ECO 170, Professor Varick Honeycutt
This First Year Seminar examines the connections between 
capitalism and the criminal justice system in the United 
States. It investigates the relationships among economic 
injustice, poverty, wealth, anti-social behavior, crime and 
the criminal justice system. The course studies how the 
criminal justice system shapes the lives of individuals from 
a variety of socioeconomic classes.

Language and Justice
FY26 ENG 133, Staff
Fundamental to identity is language—the languages we 
speak, the language we use to describe ourselves, the 
language others apply to us. However, identity can be 
contested through choices of language. The language that 
we use shapes our thought and thus affects our attitudes 
toward the pursuit of justice. In this course we will unpack 
a number of justice-related issues and explore the ways 
that language gets used to do things in society, both to 
shape and to reflect how we think and how we respond 
to issues. You will go from this course into the rest of 
your college education with an ear attuned to how people 
deliver information to affect how you think and a sense of 
how to shape your language to advocate for justice.

03



Gender, Justice and Social Change
FY30 GEN 140, Professor Andreina Rosa
How do ideas about gender affect our daily decisions and 
interactions? How does gender affect the way college 
students select majors and specific career fields? How 
does gender affect power and leadership roles? This course 
will explore how different forms of media reproduce 
gender concepts into our consciousness and its real-world 
implications. Students will understand how to advocate 
and promote equity, justice and inclusivity to enhance the 
campus learning community and their own academic and 
career experience.

Individual on Trial
FY37 HJS 100 and FY38 HJS 100 
Professor Jason Schulman
This course considers the individual’s experience of  
justice through the lens of the trial. Students will study 
three trials as recorded by historians, imagined by writers, 
and analyzed by philosophers, exploring events such as 
the Ossian Sweet trial (1925), the Anita Whitney decision 
(1927), and the Scopes trial (1925). The course will situate 
the trials in their cultural and historical contexts as well  
as encourage students to examine their personal responses 
to them. While studying these pivotal trials, students  
will develop their writing and analytical skills as taught  
in the humanities disciplines of philosophy, literature,  
and history.

Justice and Heroism
FY43 LIT 135 and FY44 LIT 135, Staff
The stories we tell define us; the stories we tell about our 
heroes tell us about our own sense of justice and the way 
the world is supposed to work. This course will explore 
how heroes in a range of stories model an ethic of justice 
and make demands on their audience to pursue that 
justice. In particular, the course will consider the ways that 
narrative frames justice and the place of the hero and the 
anti-hero in advancing and bringing about justice.

Ethical Foundations of the Just Society
FY53 PHI 102, Professor Sergio Gallegos Ordorica
Ethics is the discipline that asks the questions: “what is 
goodness?” “what is the right thing to do?” and “how do 
we know it is right?” The course looks at some of the most 
influential theories of rightness and goodness, and then 
applies these theories to questions of relevance to the 

creation and maintenance of a modern, just society, such 
as: How do we educate people to be good? Is goodness 
something all humans hold in common, or is it merely 
the name we give to whatever cultures, groups, societies 
or individuals we judge to be good? Has there been moral 
progress? And have theories of goodness been properly 
inclusive of or fair to those who don’t have access to the 
power to distribute their ideas?

Justice and Communication in Civic Life
FY14 COM 155, Professor Greg Donaldson
THIS COURSE IS PART OF THE EARLY START PROGRAM, 
WHICH HAS SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

This course provides entering freshmen with the 
opportunity to learn how engaged citizens have used public 
speaking to influence the outcomes of a range of political 
and social justice issues. Students in this class will also 
learn to use traditional and contemporary methods when 
presenting their ideas or influencing decisions. Learning to 
organize ideas and to argue or defend positions is crucial 
to the relationship between democracy, justice, and public 
service. Students will also be supported in their transition 
into the academic and social community at John Jay. 

Justice Issues in the New Millennium
FY47 LLS 100, Professor Adrian Bordoni
THIS COURSE IS PART OF THE ADELANTE PROGRAM, 
WHICH HAS SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

The new Millennium presents a legacy of long fought 
struggles, as well as some that are unique to new 
generations, for equal rights and empowerment of 
different communities and groups in the United States. 
Our class will discuss the portrayal of people of color in the 
media, the challenges to binary understandings of gender 
identity, the role of gangs as sub-cultural groups and many 
other topics that raise questions about justice. Through 
fieldwork, guest speakers, group assignments and the 
creation of e-portfolios, we will create a safe and positive 
space for dialogue and debate about the justice issues most 
pressing for our time.
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FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY  
& HUMAN SERVICES
n   Are you passionate about maintaining the 

health and well-being of those around you?

n  Do you want to understand how the mind and 
life experience shapes behavior and  
decision making? 

When you decide to explore academic and career 
pathways in forensic psychology and human 
services, you will enroll in a first year seminar 
of your choice, along with one or more major 
prerequisite courses, like PSY 101 or ANT 101. 

Justice, the Individual, and Struggle in the 
African American Experience
FY01 AFR 123, Staff
This course provides first year students with an overview 
of the African American struggle for freedom, justice and 
equal opportunity from colonial times to the present. By 
exploring the African origins of African American and the 
legacies of slavery, reconstruction, Jim Crow, migration/ 
black urbanization, and the Civil Rights/Black Power 
movements the course connects ideas of personal freedom 
and justice to the lives of today’s students. While studying 
these issues, students will also develop key skills, including 
critical inquiry, effective writing, communication, peer 
collaboration, and planning and goal setting.

The Ethnography of Youth and Justice  
in New York City
FY11 ANT 100, Professor José Laguarta Ramírez
This First Year Seminar will examine the tensions around 
justice that exist between young people in New York 
City and the wider society in which they live. We will ask 
questions such as: What does it mean to grow up in a 
world with changing freedoms, restrictions, opportunities 
and expectations? How do young people try to achieve 
justice for themselves and others when the rules and the 
outcomes sometimes seem unfair? We will explore the 

dynamic of justice and freedom through topics such as 
sexuality, labor, violence and drugs. In this class you will 
learn in theory and use in practice the skills that it takes 
to be a researcher, skills that will be useful for your school 
years and in your future professional career.

Gender, Justice and Social Change
FY28 GEN 140, Professor Andreina Rosa
How do ideas about gender affect our daily decisions and 
interactions? How does gender affect the way college 
students select majors and specific career fields? How 
does gender affect power and leadership roles? This course 
will explore how different forms of media reproduce 
gender concepts into our consciousness and its real-world 
implications. Students will understand how to advocate 
and promote equity, justice and inclusivity to enhance the 
campus learning community and their own academic and 
career experience.

Historical Perspectives on Justice and 
Inequality: Gender in the Premodern World
FY32 HIS 106 and FY34 HIS 106 
Professor Matthew Perry
This First Year Seminar explores the concept of gender 
and how it impacts the life of each and every individual. It 
will dedicate particular attention to the questions of how 
different understandings of masculinity and femininity 
developed in various premodern cultures throughout the 
world, and how societies used law, religion, and social 
convention to regulate gender norms. Studying these 
issues helps us to understand the roots of modern notions 
of gender (in)equality, and the powerful assumptions and 
attitudes about men and women that shape our lives today.
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Memory: Imperfections, Injustices  
and Improvements
FY58 PSY 141, Professor Melanie Close 
FY59 PSY 141, Professor Oksana Freedman
How reliable are peoples’ memories? We will investigate 
this question both from a personal point of view, and also 
within the context of the criminal justice system. You 
will participate in hands-on learning exercises that are 
designed to demonstrate the limitations of our memories. 
You will explore some of the techniques that “memory 
masters” use to help them to remember enormous 
amount of information. You will have opportunities to 
assess whether these techniques help you to remember 
information in your college classes or everyday lives. You 
will also learn about the injustices that have occurred when 
eyewitnesses have made memory errors in identifying the 
perpetrator of a crime. You will find out about the research 
that helps us to better understand why and when these 
types of errors occur, and what can be done to prevent 
these problems in the future.

Ethical Foundations of the Just Society
FY63 PHI 102, Professor Genevieve LaForge
Ethics is the discipline that asks the questions: “what is 
goodness?” “what is the right thing to do?” and “how do 
we know it is right?” The course looks at some of the most 
influential theories of rightness and goodness, and then 
applies these theories to questions of relevance to the 
creation and maintenance of a modern, just society, such 
as: How do we educate people to be good? Is goodness 
something all humans hold in common, or is it merely 
the name we give to whatever cultures, groups, societies 
or individuals judge to be good? Has there been moral 
progress? And have theories of goodness been properly 
inclusive of or fair to those who don’t have access to the 
power to distribute their ideas?

The Latina/o Struggle for Inclusion  
in Higher Education
FY48 LLS 100 and FY51 LLS 100* 
Professor Kristy Aristy
*THIS SECTION IS PART OF THE ADELANTE PROGRAM, 
WHICH HAS SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

You got into college—that’s the easy part. Now you have 
to FINISH!!! Although Latina/os are the fastest growing 
population enrolling into college, their rates of four-year 
graduation lag behind other racial/ethnic groups. For 
many Latina/os who dream of graduating with a Bachelor’s 
degree, challenges still remain to obtain it. This course will 
help you become aware of these challenges and examine 
not only the past and present factors affecting the rates of 
enrollment and completion of Latina/o college students, 
but also how Latina/o families and individuals experience 
college. We will examine how issues like racism, 
segregation, immigration, etc., impact Latina/o college 
students in New York City. Special attention will be paid to 
Latina/o student activism in New York City, including how, 
in the 1960s and 1970s, Puerto Rican students successfully 
fought for more Latinas/os to be admitted into CUNY and 
to establish Puerto Rican Studies (now known as Latina/o 
Studies) departments across CUNY and at John Jay. You 
will learn tips about how to be a successful student from 
guest speakers like CUNY administrators, New York State 
Youth Leadership Coalition representatives, Latina/o 
graduate school students and others.
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n  Are you passionate about working for justice 
through policymaking and solving complex 
social issues?

n  Can you see yourself as a part of a team 
investigating social problems and how they 
are influenced by politics, the law,  
or the economy? 

When you decide to explore academic and 
career pathways in law and policy, you will 
enroll in a first year seminar of your choice 
and English 101, along with one or more major 
prerequisite courses, like POL 101 or ECO 101. 

The Ethnography of Youth and Justice  
in New York City
FY07 ANT 100 and FY08 ANT 100 
Professor Marta-Laura Suska
FY10 ANT 100 
Professor Merrit Cathleen Corrigan
This First Year Seminar will examine the tensions around 
justice that exist between young people in New York 
City and the wider society in which they live. We will ask 
questions such as: What does it mean to grow up in a 
world with changing freedoms, restrictions, opportunities 
and expectations? How do young people try to achieve 
justice for themselves and others when the rules and the 
outcomes sometimes seem unfair? We will explore the 
dynamic of justice and freedom through topics such as 
sexuality, labor, violence and drugs. In this class you will 
learn in theory and use in practice the skills that it takes 
to be a researcher, skills that will be useful for your school 
years and in your future professional career.

Crime, Class, Capitalism:  
The Economics of Justice
FY19 ECO 170 and FY25 ECO 170  
Professor Ludy Thenor 
FY21 ECO 170 and FY62 ECO 170 
Professor Urata Blakaj 
FY22 ECO 170 and FY23 ECO 170* 
Professor Taryn Fivek
*THIS SECTION IS PART OF THE EARLY START PROGRAM, 
WHICH HAS SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

This First Year Seminar examines the connections between 
capitalism and the criminal justice system in the United 
States. It investigates the relationships among economic 
injustice, poverty, wealth, anti-social behavior, crime and 
the criminal justice system. The course studies how the 
criminal justice system shapes the lives of individuals from 
a variety of socioeconomic classes.

Gender, Justice and Social Change
FY31 GEN 140, Professor Donald Brown 
What exactly is intersectionality--what does it mean and 
why is it important? In this course we will explore the 
relationships between activism and women/femme of 
color feminist perspectives. We will critically examine 
black feminist perspectives, latina/latinx perspectives, 
and indigenous women’s theoretical perspectives on 
gender as a way of understanding how lived experiences 
and advocacy feed into one’s activist identity. Using 
some artifacts of popular culture (e.g. media) we will 
also review and critique the ways in which social change, 
gender, and activism are represented. What impact does 
this representation have on broader conceptions of social 
change? Does representation limit or expand what change 
is possible? Students will be expected to apply theoretical 
and popular culture knowledge(s) to a question or 
observation they find meaningful.

LAW & POLICY
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Tabloid Justice: Causes and Consequences  
of Crime Sensationalism
FY64 SOC 104, Professor David Green
This First Year Seminar will introduce students to the  
ways in which sensationalized media coverage of crime 
shapes their own perceptions and understandings of  
crime problems and what should be done about them.  
It will provide them with conceptual tools, particularly 
from the social constructionist perspective, to think 
critically about how crime is often covered by the media, 
and how to make sense of what they encounter every day 
as media consumers.

The Latina/o Struggle for Inclusion  
in Higher Education
FY49 LLS 100 and FY50 LLS 100 
Professor Isabel Martinez
THESE SECTIONS ARE PART OF THE  
ADELANTE PROGRAM, WHICH HAS SPECIAL  
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

You got into college—that’s the easy part. Now you have 
to FINISH!!! Although Latina/os are the fastest growing 
population enrolling into college, their rates of four-year 
graduation lag behind other racial/ethnic groups. For 
many Latina/os who dream of graduating with a Bachelor’s 
degree, challenges still remain to obtain it. This course will 
help you become aware of these challenges and examine 
not only the past and present factors affecting the rates of 
enrollment and completion of Latina/o college students, 
but also how Latina/o families and individuals experience 
college. We will examine how issues like racism, 
segregation, immigration, etc., impact Latina/o college 
students in New York City. Special attention will be paid to 
Latina/o student activism in New York City, including how, 
in the 1960s and 1970s, Puerto Rican students successfully 
fought for more Latinas/os to be admitted into CUNY and 
to establish Puerto Rican Studies (now known as Latina/o 
Studies) departments across CUNY and at John Jay. You 
will learn tips about how to be a successful student from 
guest speakers like CUNY administrators, New York State 
Youth Leadership Coalition representatives, Latina/o 
graduate school students and others.



HUMANITIES, SOCIAL SCIENCES  
& INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
n    Are you a creative thinker who contributes 

your unique perspective to solve  
challenging problems?

n  Can you see yourself working as an 
entrepreneur, technologist, teacher  
or researcher?

When you decide to explore academic and 
career pathways in humanities, social science 
and interdisciplinary studies, you will enroll in a 
first year seminar of your choice, along with one 
or more major prerequisite courses, like ANT 
101 or SOC 101. 

Historical Perspectives on Justice  
and Inequality
FY33 HIS 106, Professor Edward Paulino
This course explores the history of justice and inequality 
through examination of select questions and themes. Each 
section will focus on a different topic or case study from 
global history, including, for example, disparities of wealth 
between western and non-western countries, justice and 
identity in Latin America from pre-Columbian times to the 
eighteenth century, and a comparative study of the status 
of minorities in Asian countries.

Justice by the Book
FY45 LIT 138 and FY46 LIT 138 
Professor Bettina Carbonell
This semester we will be reading The Round House, a 
novel by Native American writer Louise Erdrich. Although 
this is a work of fiction it is deeply rooted in the realities 
of everyday life and the complexities and limitations of 
the law. The author weaves her knowledge of cultural 
heritage rights, tribal history, and legal proceedings into 
the investigation of a crime that threatens to shatter a 
family. The reader is asked to inhabit a world where “the 

right thing to do” is not clear and where those who are 
responsible for achieving justice seem unable to exercise 
their authority. Our additional readings will include 
selections from relevant historical and legal documents as 
well as critical studies of the novel as a call for social and 
legal activism.

Ethical Foundations of the Just Society
FY52 PHI 102 and FY55 PHI 102 
Professor Justine Borer 
FY56 PHI 102 
Professor Graham Curtiss-Rowlands
Ethics is the discipline that asks the questions: “what is 
goodness?” “what is the right thing to do?” and “how do 
we know it is right?” The course looks at some of the most 
influential theories of rightness and goodness, and then 
applies these theories to questions of relevance to the 
creation and maintenance of a modern, just society, such 
as: How do we educate people to be good? Is goodness 
something all humans hold in common, or is it merely 
the name we give to whatever cultures, groups, societies 
or individuals we judge to be good? Has there been moral 
progress? And have theories of goodness been properly 
inclusive of or fair to those who don’t have access to the 
power to distribute their ideas?

Historical Perspectives on Justice  
and Inequality
FY35 HIS 106, Professor Andrea Balis
THIS COURSE IS PART OF THE EARLY START PROGRAM, 
WHICH HAS SPECIAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

All history is local: One part of justice is being 
acknowledged and remembered. Our neighborhoods are 
full of reminders of who lived there before we did. And 
as our neighborhoods change so do the traces we leave 
behind. New York is shaped by the changing populations 
who live here. This course focuses on the marks people 
leave behind in their communities, the signs that they  
were there.
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Who’s In and Who’s Out?
FY39 ISP 100 
Professors Susannah Crowder and Adriana Perez 
FY40 ISP 100 
Professors Richard Haw and David Green  
FY41 ISP 100 
Professors Remi Brulin and Amy Green 
FY42 ISP 100 
Professors Patricia Johnson Coxx and Timothy Dalton
Drawing on texts from the humanities and the social 
sciences, this General Education course will explore 
how justice—as a word, an ever-changing concept, and a 
shifting reality—affects and controls individual lives. It 
will consider such crucial issues as the scope of justice, 
the definition(s) of what is just, and the problem of how 
individuals respond to injustice, and it will do so from an 
interdisciplinary perspective.

Ripped from the Headlines 
(Individual and Society)
ISP 171-01 
Professors Ryan Bazinet and Nina Rose Fischer
Our individual life stories are shaped by myriad 
forces: biological needs; family dynamics; the political, 
geographical, and socio-economic circumstances in which 
we find ourselves; historical events; and our own unique 
quirks, strengths, and failings. By reading memoirs and 
biographies and writing autobiographical essays of their 
own, students in this General Education course in the 
“Individual and Society” area will explore the ways that 
these forces interact in human lives.

Those People! Stereotyping in America 
(US Experience in Its Diversity) 
ISP 122-01 and 02 
Professors Nicolas Montano  
and Giazú Enciso Domínguez
This course examines the origins, history, and  
psychosocial effects of stereotypes as they are 
represented in our national culture. Through analysis 
of representations of group difference in literature, art, 
drama, and film, students will explore the nature of 
American stereotypes and the many ways they reflect  
and shape the political, social, and cultural landscape  
in the U.S

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Program: A Unique  
Academic Adventure 
In ISP, learning is interactive and student-
centered. Courses do not use standard textbooks, 
lectures, or tests. Instead, materials include 
books, articles, plays, films, music, and other 
media. Grades are based on written and creative 
work as well as class participation. 

Your fall schedule for these courses satisfy 
general education requirements. ISP course 
selection includes two steps: 1) select an ISP 100 
course, then 2) choose two additional ISP courses.

ISP challenges students to consider timely and 
important issues from multiple perspectives 
and to make up their own minds. ISP courses 
are taught by two or more professors from 
different scholarly areas. ISP students learn in 
an interactive and supportive environment that 
encourages open discussions and exchange 
of ideas. In addition, students enjoy field trips, 
guest speakers, internships and other real world 
experience. ISP fosters the critical thinking, 
research, and communication skills that 
employers and graduate and professional  
schools demand.

www.jjay.cuny.edu/
departmentinterdisciplinary-studies-isp



Life Stories (Individual and Society)
ISP 147-01 
Professors Christen Madrazo and Jason Williamson
Our individual life stories are shaped by myriad 
forces: biological needs; family dynamics; the political, 
geographical, and socio-economic circumstances in which 
we find ourselves; historical events; and our own unique 
quirks, strengths, and failings. By reading memoirs and 
biographies and writing autobiographical essays of their 
own, students in this General Education course in the 
“Individual and Society” area will explore the ways that 
these forces interact in human lives.

Travel and Transformation 
(World Cultures and Global Issues)
ISP 112-01 and 02 
Professors Richard Haw and Adriana Perez
This course will explore what happens when people travel, 
when they leave the comfort and security of the familiar 
and venture into the unknown, to learn, encounter, adapt 
and clash with new and unfamiliar people and cultures. 
It will examine the cultural assumptions we bring along 
when we travel and the racial, ethnic, gender and class 
perspectives that underpin our notions of the world 
through which we move. It will interrogate, analyze and 
critique the narratives we construct about other people, 
other cultures and other places, and consider how our 
encounters with other cultures transform us, just as 
we transform them. This course draws on texts from 
the humanities and social sciences, and will consider 
representations of travel in drama, film, literature and  
the fine arts.

Global Catastrophe and Human Responsibility 
(Individual and Society)
ISP 110 
Professors Nina Rose Fischer and Anna Katsnelson
As much as we like to think of ourselves as masters of the 
universe, human civilizations exist under threats from 
the great destructive powers of nature as well as our own 
capacity for large-scale destruction. This course explores 
the causes, effects, and consequences of natural and 
man-made disasters within and across national, regional, 
and global boundaries, and the moral, ethical, and legal 
dimensions of preventing and responding to such crises. 
In addition to factual accounts and studies, the course will 
consider the ways cataclysmic events are reflected in art, 
music and literature.

Exploration and Authorship:  
An Inquiry-Based Writing Course 
(College Composition I)
ENG 101 ISP-01, Professor Yasmin Dalisay 
ENG 101 ISP-02 and -03, Professor Amy Rosenberg
This course introduces students to the skills, habits, 
and conventions necessary to prepare inquiry-based 
research for college. While offering students techniques 
and practices of invention and revision, this theme-based 
composition course teaches students the expectations 
of college-level research, academic devices for exploring 
ideas, and rhetorical strategies for completing investigative 
writing. Students prepare a sequence of prescribed 
assignments that culminate in a final research paper. 
These assignments provide small manageable task that 
explore the process of the normally overwhelming research 
paper. The course grade is based on the quality of revised 
writing in a final portfolio.
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n  Do you want to contribute to innovations that 
improve lives and change the way we work, 
learn, and communicate?

n  Are you dedicated to developing deep 
technical knowledge because you have  
a passion for understanding the way  
things work?

When you decide to explore academic 
and career pathways in science, math and 
technology, you will enroll in a first year seminar 
of your choice, along with one or more major 
prerequisite courses, like BIO 101 or MAT 141. 

The Ethnography of Youth  
and Justice in New York City
FY09 ANT 100, Professor Oscar Pedraza
This First Year Seminar will examine the tensions around 
justice that exist between young people in New York 
City and the wider society in which they live. We will ask 
questions such as: What does it mean to grow up in a 
world with changing freedoms, restrictions, opportunities 
and expectations? How do young people try to achieve 
justice for themselves and others when the rules and the 
outcomes sometimes seem unfair? We will explore the 
dynamic of justice and freedom through topics such as 
sexuality, labor, violence and drugs. In this class you will 
learn in theory and use in practice the skills that it takes 
to be a researcher, skills that will be useful for your school 
years and in your future professional career.

Crime, Class, Capitalism:  
The Economics of Justice
FY24 ECO 170, Professor Sara Bernardo 
This First Year Seminar examines the connections between 
capitalism and the criminal justice system in the United 
States. It investigates the relationships among economic 
injustice, poverty, wealth, anti-social behavior, crime and 
the criminal justice system. The course studies how the 
criminal justice system shapes the lives of individuals from 
a variety of socioeconomic classes.

Language and Justice
FY27 ENG 133, Staff
Fundamental to identity is language—the languages we 
speak, the language we use to describe ourselves, the 
language others apply to us. However, identity can be 
contested through choices of language. The language that 
we use shapes our thought and thus affects our attitudes 
toward the pursuit of justice. In this course we will unpack 
a number of justice-related issues and explore the ways 
that language gets used to do things in society, both to 
shape and to reflect how we think and how we respond 
to issues. You will go from this course into the rest of 
your college education with an ear attuned to how people 
deliver information to affect how you think and a sense of 
how to shape your language to advocate for justice.

Case Studies in the Sciences:  
First Year Justice Core Seminar
FY60 SCI 100 and FY61 SCI 100 
Professor Luis Matias Barajas Saldaña
This course examines case studies in the sciences and how 
to use case studies to understand real-world problems. By 
examining the real-world cases in the natural sciences, you 
will become familiar with both the discipline of the natural 
sciences as well as policy, cultural, ethical, and professional 
considerations. An emphasis will be on Team Work and 
Learning, a special method of collaborative learning, which 
does not incorporate lectures and encourages students 
to learn from their peers and more independently. Case 
studies tell important stories about real-life controversy 
and allow students to role-play events that they may be 
faced with in a professional setting. The cases will focus on 
three disciplines - cell and molecular biology, toxicology, 
and criminalistics.
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ACCELERATE COMPLETE ENGAGE (ACE)
ACE at John Jay is a comprehensive program 
designed to help students complete their 
academic journey to the bachelor’s degree 
within four years. The program is based on  
the principles of the CUNY Accelerated Study  
in Associate Programs (ASAP) model which 
assists students with earning degrees by 
providing a range of financial, academic and  
personal supports including intensive academic 
advisement, career counseling, tuition 
assistance, and subsidies for text-books  
and transportation.
THE ACE PROGRAM HAS SPECIAL  
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

www.jjay.cuny.edu/ace-john-jay

Justice, the Individual, and Struggle in the 
African American Experience 
FY02 AFR 123 and FY04 AFR 123 
Professor Herbert Johnson 
This course provides first year students with an overview 
of the African American struggle for freedom, justice and 
equal opportunity from colonial times to the present. By 
exploring the African origins of African American and the 
legacies of slavery, reconstruction, Jim Crow, migration/ 
black urbanization, and the Civil Rights/Black Power 
movements the course connects ideas of personal freedom 
and justice to the lives of today’s students. While studying 
these issues, students will also develop key skills, including 
critical inquiry, effective writing, communication, peer 
collaboration, and planning and goal setting.

Justice and the Outsider
FY13 COM 128, Professor Bettina Murray
Students in this introductory and interdisciplinary course 
which is part of the justice core will discuss the “outsider” 
as a central figure for conceptions of justice. The term 
“outsider” raises questions about the processes of exclusion 
and inclusion that constitute a community within which 
justice is negotiated. In this course, students will develop 
a framework for the understanding of the processes of 
exclusion and inclusion and engage in various types of 
texts in different disciplines to gain multiple perspectives 
on how these processes impact society. The examination of 
primary and secondary sources will assist students to gain 
insights on the practices of marginalization or inclusion 
and to better understand the relationship of the outsider to 
key questions of justice.

Ethical Foundations of the Just Society
FY57 PHI 102, Professor Daniel Jove Rosales
Ethics is the discipline that asks the questions: “what is 
goodness?” “what is the right thing to do?” and “how do 
we know it is right?” The course looks at some of the most 
influential theories of rightness and goodness, and then 
applies these theories to questions of relevance to the 
creation and maintenance of a modern, just society, such 
as: How do we educate people to be good? Is goodness 
something all humans hold in common, or is it merely 
the name we give to whatever cultures, groups, societies 
or individuals we judge to be good? Has there been moral 
progress? And have theories of goodness been properly 
inclusive of or fair to those who don’t have access to the 
power to distribute their ideas?

13



APPLE CORPS
APPLE Corps provides students interested in social 
justice issues, public service or law enforcement 
careers with the opportunity to give back to New 
York City communities while gaining valuable 
leadership experiences.
THE APPLE CORPS PROGRAM HAS SPECIAL  
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

www.jjay.cuny.edu/apple-corps

Justice and Communication in Civic Life
FY15 COM 155 and FY16 COM 155 
Professor Elton Beckett  
FY17 COM 155 
Professor Greg Donaldson
This course provides entering freshmen with the 
opportunity to learn how engaged citizens have used public 
speaking to influence the outcomes of a range of political 
and social justice issues. Students in this class will also 
learn to use traditional and contemporary methods when 
presenting their ideas or influencing decisions. Learning to 
organize ideas and to argue or defend positions is crucial 
to the relationship between democracy, justice, and public 
service. Students will also be supported in their transition 
into the academic and social community at John Jay.
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The Honors Program at John Jay College brings 
together academically talented students who 
have the potential to become tomorrow’s leaders. 
Working closely with distinguished faculty and 
advisors in an on-going learning community, 
students explore the idea of the common 
good in a sequence of enriched, challenging 
and interdisciplinary courses. The program 
emphasizes critical thinking, creativity, and ethical 
decision-making with attention to global concerns, 
community responsibility and civic engagement. 
Students participate in hands-on leader-
ship experiences and research pro-jects that 
address enduring questions of human existence; 
contemporary questions of social justice, and 
perspectives from the humanities, social sciences, 
and sciences.
THE HONORS PROGRAM HAS SPECIAL  
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

www.jjay.cuny.edu/honors-program

GEN 140 Gender, Justice and Social Change
FY29 GEN 140, Professor Kimora
How do ideas about gender shape the field of correctional 
education? What is it like to be a male, female or 
transgender person incarcerated in the American prison 
system? How does gender intersect with the pursuit of 
learning in a correctional setting or in a prison re-entry 
program? This course invites students to write, speak 
and engage one another inside and outside the classroom 
in intellectual discussions about these difficult and 
timely questions regarding criminal justice and gender. 
Students will research questions related to their personal 
perspectives on gender and gender issues in criminal 
justice, corrections, and correctional education in America.

Historical Perspectives on Justice  
and Inequality
H01 HIS 106, Professor Andrea Balis
All history is local: One part of justice is being 
acknowledged and remembered. Our neighborhoods are 
full of reminders of who lived there before we did. And 
as our neighborhoods change so do the traces we leave 
behind. New York is shaped by the changing populations 
who live here. This course focuses on the marks people 
leave behind in their communities, the signs that they  
were there.

HONORS PROGRAM
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