
ADAM RAMIREZ is an undergraduate Senior currently pursuing 
a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy with a minor in History at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice. He is an alumnus of the APPLE 
Corps program and has recently been involved with John 
Jay’s Office of External Affairs for Summer event planning. In 
addition to his school work, Adam is also very passionate about 
community organizing and is concerned with helping uplift 
marginalized communities throughout New York City. 

In his second year as an OSRC scholar, Adam’s research 
will consist of examining the composition of societal class 
structures, and the various ways in which government 
influences class formation. In particular, Adam hopes to obtain 
a better knowledge of the history of class struggle and the 
activism present in Marx’s theory under the mentorship of 
Professor John Pittman. 

KIMBERLEE LALANE is a Haitian-American, first-generation 
student pursuing a BA/MA degree in Forensic Psychology at 
John Jay College. She will be entering her second-year within 
the dual thesis-externship track. Kimberlee is a research 
assistant in Dr. LaDuke’s Brain Health lab, Dr. Jeglic’s Sex 
Offender Research lab, and a lab coordinator for  
Dr. Falkenbach’s Psychopathy lab. She interned as an offender 
rehabilitation coordinator at Fishkill Correctional Facility and will 
begin externing at Downstate Correctional Facility in fall 2021. 
After graduation, Kimberlee plans to pursue a Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology with a focus on forensic populations.

Under the advisement of Dr. Elizabeth Jeglic, Kimberlee’s 
master thesis will examine five paraphilias and their potential 
associations with three behavioral themes of crime-scene 
behaviors among single-victim rapists and serial rapists. Her 
current study will determine whether there are differences in 
how the paraphilias are expressed between single-victim rapists 
and serial rapists. Her thesis seeks to aid in establishing solid 
empirical relationships between psychological characteristics and 
explicit crime-scene behaviors of rapists in hopes of improving 
investigative techniques that can assist police clearance rates for 
sexual assaults.

ARIANA PADILLA is a first-generation college student, born 
and raised in Quito, Ecuador, who decided to move to the US to 
continue her education. She is currently a rising sophomore at 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice pursuing a major in Law & 
Society and a minor in Latin American Studies. 

Ariana is presently conducting research to focus on COVID-19 
and its impact on Latinx college students’ mental health. She 
will specifically look at stress management to identify particular 
stressors, describe coping skills, and explore the efficacy of 
campus infrastructure and support systems, intended to support 
and accommodate the needs of Latinx students that have 
changed during and after the pandemic.

DAWOON LEE is a first-year graduate student at John Jay studying 
Forensic Psychology. She obtained her BA degree in Criminal 
Justice and Forensic Psychology in 2020. She is a fellow for 
the Tow Police Advocate Fellowship, learning how to advocate 
and evaluate policy. Dawoon is currently working as a research 
assistant for Professor Keith A. Markus, helping with data analysis, 
and Professor Cristina Lozano Arguelles on a bilingual project. 
She would like to pursue her Ph.D. in Psychology and Law to 
protect juveniles involved with the criminal justice system.

Dawoon will work on her MA thesis that will examine academic 
dishonesty, school system, and academic outcome. Her research 
will address a growing concern about cheating as classes stay 
online, provide solutions to prevent students’ misconduct, and 
improve education satisfaction among students. Additionally, 
she plans on conducting an anonymous online survey of students 
to test the hypothesis that witnessing online cheating and 
experience of cheating impact students’ motivation, trust, and 
respect of the education system and that these are influenced by 
different grading systems. She would like to address the issues 
about cheating and motivation of study and hopes to contribute to 
the reduction of academic misbehavior.

ARJANITA ELEZAJ is a second-year graduate student in the 
Master of Public Administration in the Inspection and Oversight 
Program with a specialization in Health Care Delivery Inspection 
and Oversight at John Jay College of Criminal Justice. She is 
a community activist with 30+ years of professional experience 
in program development and community capacity building. 
Her area of expertise includes women’s rights, geriatric care, 
and nonprofit leadership. As a public speaker and through 
her charitable work, she works with all Albanian American 
organizations based in New York to empower people and build 
healthy community relationships.

Arjanita’s research with Dr. Daryl Wout and Prof. Anila Duro 
seeks to identify how prevalent domestic violence is within the 
Albanian American community in the United States and determine 
how it impacts women in that cohort. Because domestic violence 
manifests in many distinct aspects and may be unrecognized by 
victims, she intends to measure emotional, verbal, financial, and 
social abuse in different forms.

HADJA KADIATOU BAH  is a first-generation Guinean-American 
Muslim woman. She is currently a senior at John Jay College 
and a CUNY BA student with the concentration Storytelling and 
Community Justice, a combination of the English and Community 
Justice majors. She works part time at the Kings Against Violence 
Initiative as a peer facilitator where she develops and leads 
programming for high school students and conducts research 
on community violence intervention and healing practices. She 
aspires to become a novelist who highlights the mental health 
struggles of youth of color, in order to showcase narratives that 
are often untold.

Through a variety of methods Hadja will discover how Black and 
Asian novelists communicate their visions to their readers, as 
well as, how those authors utilize techniques to communicate 
their proposed vision to those readers. This will be achieved 
through a close reading of chosen texts, surveying readers 
to gather the effects of those texts on them, and creating 
a taxonomy of terms and techniques authors use. Upon 
completion of the close readings, she will use what she has 
learned to create a short writing piece, which will then allow 
volunteers to read and provide insight.

BRITANIA WALTERS is an international student from Jamaica. 
Ms. Walters is a rising senior, pursuing a BS degree in Forensic 
Science at John Jay College of Criminal Justice. As a member 
of the Honors Program, she has been involved in projects and 
discussions relating to the “common good,” specifically, by 
engaging in community service and attending workshops and 
other events. She has also been a member of the Program for 
Research Initiatives in Science and Math (PRISM) since her 
sophomore year. 

Britania has been conducting research under the mentorship of 
Dr. Peter Diaczuk, where she focuses on the different components 
of the less-lethal shotshell (baton rounds). Her aim is to observe 
the possible damage that less-lethal ammunition can do to simulated 
body tissue. Britania hopes that this project may bring more 
awareness about the dangers associated with the deployment 
of less-lethal ammunition which, in turn, might reduce injuries 
caused by such ammunition. She also hopes that this project may 
contribute to the design of safer less-lethal ammunition.

JOIE NING is a sophomore in the Macaulay Honors College 
currently pursuing a CUNY Baccalaureate in Migration Studies in 
East Asia. She is also a Jeannette K. Watson Fellow, where she 
was able to intern for the NYC Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice 
and worked deeply with underprivileged minority communities 
in NYCHA housing. Currently, Joie is a Research Assistant at 
the Center for International Human Rights. After graduation, 
Joie hopes to become a Schwarzman Scholar in order to better 
explore her own identity as a Chinese-American woman in the 
realms of international politics.

Joie’s research will investigate how different foreign languages in 
COVID-19 news coverage impact anti-Asian sentiment in different 
ethnic communities. She is working with anthropologist Anru 
Lee to explore how media, as an institution of maintaining social 
constructs, impacts race relations. Through this study, Joie hopes 
to highlight the lack of knowledge and research about the Asian 
diaspora as a minority population, experiencing multiple forms of 
racism as a result of COVID-19.

BROCHA FRANKEL has a MA degree in Mental Health 
Counseling and is pursuing a postgraduate in the Forensic 
Psychology Certificate Program. She is a psychotherapist 
working with clients from diverse backgrounds with various 
presenting issues. The OSRC project is an opportunity to 
learn about the human experience from a unique perspective 
and is crucial to Brocha’s ultimate career goal of working as a 
clinical psychologist helping exonerees process the trauma of 
their wrongful convictions.

Under Dr. Saul Kassin’s guidance, Brocha will explore 
compliance during criminal investigations and analyze 
differences in behavior among innocent and guilty suspects. 
Her study will be designed to include a simulated criminal 
investigation and test whether people who are told to 
imagine they are innocent have a higher probability of police 
compliance compared to participants imagining they are guilty. 
Of interest will be how the phenomenology of innocence 
affects police compliance in each condition and whether 
responses differ according to gender and race.

JULIA BOLOTOVSKY is a senior majoring in International 
Criminal Justice. She is passionate about international issues 
pertaining to human rights violations, international development, 
and humanitarian action. She hopes to earn her Masters in one 
of these areas after graduation. Julia is also currently a research 
assistant at the Center for International Human Rights at 
John Jay, researching the intersection between policy and attacks 
against human rights defenders in the Philippines.

Her research seeks to explore which factors make some 
countries throughout Latin America, specifically Guatemala, more 
vulnerable to the occurrence of sextortion. Julia will be working 
with Dr. Yuliya Zabyelina to explore the nexus of gender and 
corruption. The goal of the research is to better understand which 
qualities allow for the prevalence of sextortion, along with the 
policy implications of the findings.
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MATTHEW CALMA is an undergraduate student pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, with a minor in Philosophy. 
With a focus on housing policy and wealth inequality, he plans 
to direct his future career around becoming a vital part in 
ending homelessness in urban America. Matthew is the current 
President of the revived Youth Justice Club at John Jay and 
is interning at a Queens based non-profit to acquire hands 
on experiencing in housing rights and advocacy. He plans to 
graduate in Spring of 2024 and pursue a graduate degree in 
Public Policy. 

Matthew’s research will study urban policy, specifically that of 
New York City, pertaining to racial inequality and homelessness. 
His analysis of city homeless policy will encompass joblessness, 
housing, and racial inequalities to serve his project goal of policy 
proposal to address the growing homeless population that 
New York City faces. Matthew will analyze past NYC policies 
about homelessness in order to develop an impactful and well 
researched policy proposal that comprehensively addresses the 
urban homelessness crisis in New York City.  

KIMBERLY JARAMILLO  is a senior majoring in International 
Criminal Justice with a double minor in Psychology and 
Environmental Justice. She is a first-generation college student 
born to Colombian parents. Since the beginning of her college 
career, Kimberly has had a passion for international relations and 
political science. Since last year, she has served as the Chair for 
John Jay’s Campus Activity Board, which is known for hosting 
large-scale events for the student body. 

Kimberly is a second-year OSRC scholarship recipient and, 
under the guidance of Dr. Lisandro Pérez, she will continue her 
research on the migration of Venezuelans to Colombia. Last year 
she examined Colombian laws/policies from 2014 to 2020 that 
applied to the immigration of Venezuelans to Colombia. This year 
she hopes to further understand this issue by reviewing laws and 
policies from the year 2021, as well as drafting a comprehensive 
literature review on the topic.

LAURA ALARCON is a first-generation senior simultaneously 
pursuing her BA in Forensic Psychology and English. She is 
an Honors, McNair, and now an OSRC scholar at John Jay. 
She plans to pursue a PhD in Clinical Psychology and hopes to 
eventually work as a clinical psychologist while continuing her 
education by pursuing an MA within the English field.

Laura’s research focuses on anxiety and COVID-19. Under the 
mentorship of Dr. Rebecca Weiss, Laura will examine the impact 
that COVID-19 had on the anxiety levels of Latinx and 
Non-Hispanic White undergraduates at John Jay. In Fall 2021, 
Laura plans to run a two-way ANOVA statistical analysis on 
secondary data from an existing database to continue the work 
she started in her proposal.

LILLIAN STEEDMAN is a second-year student in the Forensic 
Mental Health Counseling Master’s program at John Jay College. 
She received her Bachelors from The New School in 2015 in 
Urban Studies, with a minor in Food Studies. Within her current 
program, Lillian is on the dual thesis-externship track. For her 
externship, Lillian is engaging in clinical work at an agency 
serving individuals with sexual offense histories. Additionally, 
Lillian serves as a teaching assistant for an undergraduate 
course on the history of psychology and a research assistant 
for several labs.

Lillian is completing her MA thesis under the advisement of 
Dr. Elizabeth Jeglic, examining the relationship between parental 
status and abilities to recognize behaviors associated with 
grooming children for sexual abuse. Through identifying the 
current strengths and weaknesses in parental recognition abilities, 
Lillian hopes to build on the current literature in order to clarify 
efforts within sexual violence education and ultimately improve 
efficacy in sexual violence prevention.

LOUIS BOSCO is a first raised American college student with 
Italian parents, majoring in Criminal Justice. He grew up in 
Bensonhurst which was an epicenter of many rich cultures 
overall. Louis always wanted to help people, especially those 
who had difficulty helping themselves. Louis has a long track 
sheet working with the government including the post office, 
as well as the city, working with the NYPD as an intern.

Louis’ research will include a content analysis of legislation and 
codes regarding the use of recidivism risk assessments in the US 
between 1996 and 2020. Under the supervision of his mentor, 
Deborah Koetzle, he plans to collect data using Lexis-Nexis. 
Specifically, he will code legislation to determine the year it was 
introduced, the type of document, the jurisdiction, the purpose, 
the rationale provided, the type of assessment, and the outcome. 
This type of research is important as it provides an indication of 
the degree to which the use of standardized assessments have 
been embraced by states in guiding decision-making.


