
ACHRAF ABOURAS is an Arab-American veteran who 
majors in the forensic psychology discipline. Achraf’s 
ambition to become a professional psychologist is personal: 
Following an incredibly traumatic experience during his 
time in the military, that left a profound imprint on his 
memory and life, he has found a new appreciation for the 
value of helping others. After obtaining his Ph.D., Achraf 
hopes to open his own clinic, ideally open to any and 
all individuals who need help. Specifically, he aspires to 
destigmatize the idea of reaching out to psychologists 
when people need assistance for their mental health. 
Achraf describes the apex of his career as the day he cuts 
the ribbon to his clinical hospital.

Hispanic and Arab-Americans experience discrimination 
and contend with stereotypes of being inferior and seen 
as perpetual foreigners. To date, no study has examined 
whether the display of national symbols mitigate the 
perceived foreignness of Hispanic and Arab-Americans. 
Under the mentorship of Prof. Camacho, using an online 
crowdsourcing platform, Achraf will rate the perceived 
foreignness of a Hispanic or Arab-American displaying 
a national symbol on their clothing or résumé. He 
hypothesizes that Hispanic and Arab-Americans who display 
such symbols will be perceived as less foreign and less 
likely to experience hiring discrimination. 

JOIE NING is a junior in the Macaulay Honors College 
currently pursuing a CUNY Baccalaureate in East Asian 
Diaspora Studies. As a Jeannette K. Watson Fellow, 
she has had the opportunity to intern locally at the NYC 
Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice and abroad at Rainbow 
Railroad, working closely with underprivileged and minority 
communities. After graduation, Joie hopes to work abroad 
to better explore her own identity as a Chinese-American 
woman in the realm of international politics.

Joie’s research investigates how different foreign 
languages in COVID-19 news coverage impact anti-
Asian sentiment in different ethnic communities. She is 
working with Dr. Anru Lee to explore how media, as an 
institution of maintaining social constructs, affects race 
relations. Through this study, Joie hopes to highlight the 
knowledge gaps in research about the Asian diaspora 
as a racial minority and their experiences of racism as a 
result of COVID-19.

ALIYAH WILLIAMS is a first-generation student pursuing 
a Master’s degree in Forensic Psychology. She received 
her BA from the University of Denver in 2021 in Psychology, 
Criminology, and Political Science. She is a member of Dr. 
Falkenbach’s psychopathy lab and has been a research 
assistant for a project focusing on the public perception 
of NYPD officers’ decision-making. Additionally, she is an 
intern at Fifth Avenue Forensics. Aliyah is passionate about 
criminal justice reform and trauma-informed care for victims 
of crime. She aspires to work within the field of investigative 
psychology, whilst pursing crisis intervention and being 
involved in victim advocacy. 

Aliyah’s research will focus on the racial, psychosocial, 
and legal factors that lead to differential rehabilitative 
treatment among sex offender populations, specifically, 
the impact sexual offending has on Black women and 
children. This dual project will hopefully highlight the 
different, yet layered, experiences that both victims and 
offenders of sexual assault share. She hopes that this 
research will encourage individuals to recognize the 
deep psychological trauma this offense imposes on victims. 
Upon completion of the project, she hopes to collaborate 
with non-profit organizations focused on providing trauma-
informed care to victims of sexual offending to share victims’ 
insights about their experiences.

DILAN MORALES CARO is an undergraduate senior 
currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Mathematics, with a cryptography concentration and 
a minor in computer science at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. He plans on pursuing a Ph.D. in Mathematics, 
since he believes the subject is an interesting way to see 
the world and wants to help communities better understand 
numbers. In addition to his coursework, he likes to help the 
community by volunteering. 

In his first-year as an OSRC scholar, Dilan’s research 
will consist of analyzing how multiple parties can 
evaluate a function and make sure that it is effective, 
accurate, secure, and private. It is useful to have secure 
communication with IoT devices such as key cards, small 
storage devices, and low computing power devices so 
that they are secure and convenient.

AMY POLINSKY is in the second year of her master’s in 
forensic psychology. She is an international student from 
Canada who received her bachelor’s in psychology from 
the University of British Columbia. In her current program, 
she is pursuing the dual thesis/externship track. For her 
externship, she is working at the Mount Sinai Hospital 
Addiction Institute, learning how to do group and individual 
therapy for people with substance use disorders. She 
hopes to pursue her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology.

Amy is completing her MA thesis under the supervision of 
Dr. Rebecca Weiss. Working alongside one of Dr. Weiss’ 
Ph.D. students, Amy is examining the differences in scores 
of the digit-span subtest when completed in either English 
or Spanish by bilingual adults. By looking at differences in 
scores based on the language of the assessment inventory, 
Amy hopes to add to the growing literature on the need for 
more valid and reliable assessments for bilingual adults, as 
the US is becoming increasingly multicultural and bilingual. 

EMILY IVES is a second-year graduate student in 
the forensic psychology Master’s program. She is 
currently completing the dual thesis-externship track. 
Emily graduated from Binghamton University in 2020, 
where she has obtained degrees in psychology, Arabic, 
and anthropology. There, she also researched intimate 
partner violence (IPV), sexual assault, and personality 
and is working on publishing her Honors thesis on these 
subjects. She plans on pursuing a Ph.D. in cognitive 
psychology in the future. 

Emily is completing her MA thesis under Dr. Elizabeth 
Jeglic’s mentorship. Her research project examines 
differences in perception of sex offenders by society, 
based on the particular identity of the offender and the 
nature of the specific crime. Her work seeks to uncover 
the potential validity of stereotyping in relation to the 
descriptive language used in the public perception 
of sex offenders.

ARJANITA ELEZAJ is a graduate student at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice and second year OSRC 
scholar. She is pursuing a Master’s degree in Public Policy 
and Administration with a concentration in Inspection 
and Oversight. Arjanita is a community activist with 30+ 
years of professional experience in program development 
and community capacity building. Her expertise includes 
women’s rights, geriatric care, and nonprofit leadership. 

Arjanita’s research with Dr. Daryl Wout and Prof. Anila 
Duro aims to determine the prevalence of domestic 
violence (DV) within the Albanian-American community in 
the US, the impact on women survivors of DV specifically, 
as well as the broader repercussions for immigrant 
communities. In the first phase and year of her research 
project, the research team measured different forms of 
emotional, verbal, financial, and social abuse. This year, 
Arjanita will continue analyzing the data and publish the 
findings. Her research intends to bring to light the realities 
of DV, empower people affected by it, and build healthy 
community relationships.

ELIZA POPA is an undergraduate senior in the Honors 
Program at John Jay and is majoring in Forensic 
Psychology. Eliza is a research assistant in Dr. Jeglic’s 
Sex Offender Lab as well as Dr. Weiss’s Forensic 
Assessment Lab at John Jay. Eliza is also an NSF 
REU Fellow in Behavioral Neuroscience and is a 
research assistant at Dr. Gao’s Psychophysiology Lab 
at Brooklyn College. After graduation, Eliza is pursuing 
her Doctorate in Clinical Psychology and aspires to work 
with psychosexual disorders as well as perpetrators 
and victims of sex crimes. Eliza is also a certified 
TMS Technician and Psychiatric Clinical Manager, 
where she works with patients who suffer from severe 
psychopathological disorders.

Eliza’s OSRC mentor is Dr. Elizabeth Jeglic. Under her 
advisement, Eliza will conduct an original study on digit 
ratio as a biomarker of dominant behavior within romantic 
relationships. With the prior knowledge from her research 
experiences in psychoendocrinology, psychopathy, and 
aggression, Eliza’s current study aims to contribute to 
a better understanding of the interplay of the biological 
facet in interpersonal human behaviors. 

AYZHA TALLEY is a junior majoring in Forensic 
Psychology and minoring in Art. She is a first-generation 
college student and has an associate degree in law from 
J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College. Outside of 
her studies, Ayzha works in clinical healthcare and is a 
photographer in Manhattan. Prior to attending John Jay, 
she worked in childcare for many years in Virginia. Ayzha 
takes an interest in neuropsychology and art therapy for 
minors, who are victims of abuse. She is hoping to attend 
graduate school for both. 

Ayzha will conduct research in Dr. Charles Stone’s lab 
this semester. There, she will be doing research on 
digital art therapy and its effect on college students 
suffering from symptoms of anxiety. Her goal is to find 
hands-on, yet convenient, alternatives to traditional 
psychotherapy methods and medication that will have a 
direct impact on her peers.

JEEYUN (CHRISTINE) LEE is an undergraduate Honors 
student and a second-year BA/MA scholar in forensic 
psychology. Born in South Korea, Christine is mostly 
interested in studying the prevalence and psychological 
effects of racial discrimination toward the Asian-American 
population. Respectively, she has conducted a content 
analysis on the news media representation of Asian-
American school mass shooters, which she will present at 
at the 2022 APA Annual Convention. Currently, Christine 
volunteers at a law firm and hopes to expand her legal 
experience by becoming a civil rights attorney, advocating 
for the rights of Asian-Americans. 

Under the advisement of Dr. Rebecca Weiss, Christine’s 
MA thesis will employ a grounded theory approach and 
examine the driving factors of Asian-American students’ 
help-seeking attitudes in the context of COVID-19. 
Through individualized, deep, and holistic data on the 
Asian-American students’ attitudes toward and experiences 
with mental health support, Christine seeks to develop an 
explanatory framework. By doing so, she hopes to fill the 
dearth of literature on the COVID-19 directed racism and 
help-seeking patterns of Asian-Americans. 
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SEUNGHYE YANG is a second-year graduate student in 
the forensic psychology M.A. program at John Jay College. 
She received her bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
the University of Iowa in 2020. Currently, she is pursuing 
an Advanced Certificate for Victimology Studies, learning 
how forensic psychology can be used to understand and 
help victims. She completed two years of lab experience 
during her undergraduate studies, which inspired her to 
complete the dual thesis-externship track.

Seunghye is currently working on her thesis with 
Dr. Elizabeth Jeglic. Her topic is Image-based Sexual 
Abuse (IBSA). IBSA refers to sexual abuse where abusers 
non-consensually create and/or distribute victims’ sexually 
explicit images or videos. It is a relatively newly emerging 
form of sexual abuse that lacks research. Seunghye is 
planning to focus on how commonly IBSA happens among 
college students and the physical and mental impact of 
IBSA on victims. Realizing that IBSA and Intimate Partner 
Violence (IPV) have similarities because IBSA commonly 
happens between intimate partners, she will explore how 
IBSA and IPV are related. 

YAN SHAN YU is a first-year MA student in the forensic 
psychology program. She graduated last year with a BA 
degree majoring in Forensic Psychology and minoring in 
Criminology. As an undergraduate student, Yan was part 
of the Honors and McNair program. Her research focused 
on sexual grooming and its relation to the victim’s age 
and gender. She is currently a Research Assistant for a 
project that looks for and codes state materials for Erin’s 
Law. Additionally, Yan is a Project Manager for an adult 
grooming study. After completing her MA degree, Yan 
plans to pursue a Ph.D. in clinical psychology.

For her Master’s thesis, Yan will be working with 
Dr. Elizabeth Jeglic, who has been her mentor throughout 
her time at John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 
Her project will examine educator misconduct cases 
within the United States as it pertains to inappropriate 
sexual behaviors. Her interest in this topic stems from 
the realization that there is not enough education on 
information and research misconduct in minors. She 
hopes her research can provide updated knowledge on 
the scope of the problem.

MARCO ALBA is a first-generation college student born 
in San Francisco De Macoris, Dominican Republic. 
He is a current rising senior majoring in Anthropology and 
Global History with a minor in Spanish. The exposure 
to a new culture and educational experience led to his 
love for studying communities outside of his own. After 
graduation, Marco plans to obtain field experience in the 
non-profit sector while preparing his application for a 
Ph.D. program in biological anthropology.

Marco’s research will examine the economic impact 
of third-party involvement in ethnic tourism in the 
Caribbean. Under the mentorship of Professor Veroni 
Antoniadis, Marco will use both quantitative and 
qualitative measures to explore to what extent ethnic 
tourism is controlled by and benefitting private third 
parties versus the citizens of the Caribbean and how the 
industry affects the latter’s quality of life overall.

MELITTA OPPENHEIM is a sophomore majoring in 
forensic psychology and minoring in biology and chemistry. 
She founded and is president of John Jay’s Pre-Health 
Club. She is excited to have the opportunity to participate in 
the OSRC program this year and hopes to pursue a career 
in the public health field in the future. 

Under the guidance of Professor Elizabeth Jeglic, 
Melitta’s project will focus on first-generation immigrant 
college students and their rates of depression and suicide 
compared to non-immigrant college students. Melitta hopes 
to contribute to the mental health literature by highlighting 
the complex diversity of affected populations and elevate 
the discussion around the taboo subjects of depression 
and suicide, particularly in the immigrant population. Using 
previous data collected at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice and statistical methods, Melitta hopes to identify 
protective and risk factors.

NARICK KEVIN HARRILALL is a first-generation college 
student born and raised in Guyana, South America. He 
immigrated to the U.S after graduating from a five-year 
boarding school for secondary education in his home 
country. Currently, he is a senior at John Jay College 
pursuing a forensic psychology major, English minor, and 
an Addiction Studies Certificate Program. He has recently 
joined the Pinkerton Fellowship to participate in youth justice 
programs in New York City. He is also a frequent volunteer 
and soon-to-be Peer Advocate for the John Jay Immigrant 
Student Success Center, where he will be supporting the 
immigrant student community. He is very passionate about 
advocacy for youths and mental health. 

As an OSRC scholar, Kevin’s research will explore the 
possible connections between Substance Use Disorder 
(SUD) and Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
and how those might translate into treatment. He will look 
specifically into the application of psychotherapy for comorbid 
SUD and ADHD treatment and how that is effective in either 
reducing or increasing the rate of relapsing. Kevin hopes 
that his research can help practitioners in the future to 
develop a better, cohesive treatment plan for youths with a 
Substance Use Disorder and ADHD.

SHERMARKE THOMAS is a first-year graduate student 
in the Criminal Justice Masters program at John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice. In addition to being a full-time 
student at the graduate level, Shermarke works part-
time as a substitute teacher supporting students in the 
subject areas of math, reading, and social studies from 
kindergarten through fifth grade. In addition, Shermarke 
works with children with disabilities, helping them improve 
their reading and math skills. 

Shermarke is passionate about restructuring the prison 
system in New York City by reforming policies that have 
affected ex-offenders in the areas of voting, job stability 
and housing. Accordingly, in his first-year as an OSRC 
scholar, Shermarke’s research will begin to examine the 
prison system structure and collateral consequences 
of disenfranchisement for ex-offenders. Under the 
supervision of Professor Heath Brown, Shermarke plans 
to collect data using prior records and existing surveys 
from past elections to evaluate ex-offenders’ rights. 

OSCAR ZIELINSKI is a junior at John Jay studying 
forensic psychology and cultural anthropology. When 
the pandemic began, he put a pause on his education 
to explore entrepreneurship. During this time, he realized 
the impact financial literacy has on a person in a 
capitalistic society. 

With the support of the OSRC and under the mentorship 
Anthropology Professor Atiba Rougier, Oscar aims to 
take an applied approach in better understanding young 
people’s capacity for financial literacy. Combining the 
skillsets gained from his degree program and his own 
outside research, he seeks answers to questions such 
as: Why is it important for everybody, especially young 
people, to engage in global economic conversation? 
How can we prepare ourselves for the rest of our 
natural lives by understanding what really makes our 
money move? 

VERONIKA ZENKEVICIUTE is a senior at John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice majoring in Cell and Molecular 
Biology. As a member of the Honors Program, she has been 
participating in various projects to expand her knowledge of 
the “common good”, focusing on health disparities across 
races and ethnicities in the US. She has successfully 
completed The Yale Program to Advance Training in Health 
and Sciences (PATHS) to prepare for advanced degrees 
and careers in health or science and is a member of Central 
Park Medical Unit. Additionally, she spends her weekends 
volunteering as an Emergency Medical Technician to provide 
emergency medical care to New Yorkers.

Veronika’s research focuses on disparities in clinical 
outcomes for individuals from underrepresented communities 
in the US. Under the mentorship of Dr. Lissette Delgado-
Cruzata, Veronika will study disparities associated 
with rheumatoid arthritis outcomes, specifically 
neuropathic pain. She will focus on understanding 
the etiology of neuropathic pain. One of the persisting 
symptoms in this disease that disproportionately affects 
underrepresented communities is rheumatoid arthritis. 
She will conduct an extensive literature review, as well 
as, carry out laboratory methodologies in samples of 
rheumatoid arthritis patients to investigate how some 
biological molecules, such as small non-coding RNAs 
(microRNAs), are associated with neuropathic pain.


