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Distinguished Professor of Psychology, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 2006-present  
Massachusetts Professor of Psychology, at Williams College 1981-present (on leave of absence) 
Founder of Legal Studies, Williams College, 2002 
 
Other Positions Held 
 
Research Associate, Federal Judicial Center, 1984-85 
Assistant Professor of Psychology, Purdue University, 1979-81  
 
Education 
 
Postdoctoral Coursework, Stanford University Law School, 1985-86 
 
Doctor of Philosophy, Personality and Social Psychology 
University of Connecticut, 1978 
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University of Connecticut, 1976 
 
Bachelor of Science, Psychology 
Brooklyn College of the City University of New York, 1974 
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Honors, Awards, and Grants 
 
Macarthur Foundation, Juvenile Justice Network grant to study biases in judgments of juvenile and 
  minority suspects in pre-interrogation interviews (2003-2006) 
Marquis Who's Who in America (1999-present); Who’s Who in the World (2000-present) 
NIH Research Fellowship, Stanford University, 1985-86 
U.S. Supreme Court Judicial Fellowship Award, 1984-85 
Foundation for Child Development, Research Grant, 1984-85 
NIH Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Kansas, 1978-79 
University of Connecticut Research Foundation Grant, 1977-78 
Phi Beta Kappa, 1975 
 
 
Professional Affiliations 
 
American Psychological Association (Fellow) 
Association for Psychological Science (Fellow) 
American Psychology-Law Society (Fellow) 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology (Fellow) 
Society for Experimental Social Psychology (member) 
European Association for Psychology and Law (member) 
 
 
Editorial Activities 
 
Editorial Consultant, Law and Human Behavior, 1986-present. 
 
Consulting Editor, Journal of Personality & Social Psychology:  Attitudes and Social Cognition, 
1992-1994; Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 1982-1987; Chair, Division 41 Program 
Committee for the 1987 APA Convention. 
 
Ad hoc reviewer for the following journals: American Psychologist; Science; Applied Cognitive 
Psychology; Basic and Applied Social Psychology; Behavioral Sciences & the Law; Child 
Development; Developmental Psychology; European Journal of Social Psychology; Journal of 
Applied Psychology; Journal of Applied Social Psychology; Journal of Personality; Journal of 
Personality & Social Psychology; Journal of Research in Personality; Journal of Social and 
Clinical Psychology; Journal for the Theory of Social Behavior; Personality and Social 
Psychology Bulletin; Social Cognition; Social Psychology Quarterly; Journal of Experimental 
Child Psychology; Journal of Nonverbal Behavior; Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied; 
Psychological Bulletin; Psychological Science; Psychology, Public Policy, and Law. 
 
Ad hoc reviewer for the National Institute of Mental Health, National Science Foundation, and 
numerous book publishers.  
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Trial Consulting  
 
Expert testimony provided in state, federal, and military courts on interrogations and confessions; 
the accuracy of eyewitness identifications.  
 
 
Research Interests   
   
Psychology and the law.  Evidence, trial procedure, and jury decision-making; eyewitness 
identification and testimony; police interrogation and confessions.  
 
 
Books 
 
Kassin, S. M. (2006).  Psychology in Modules.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
  
Kassin, S. M., & Briggs, K. (Eds.) (2005).  Readings from the American Psychological Society: 

Current Directions in Psychology.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
 
Brehm, S. S., Kassin, S. M., & Fein, S. (2005).  Social psychology (6th ed.).  Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin. (previous editions 1990, 1993, 1996, 1999, 2002) 
 
Kassin, S.M. (2004).  Psychology (4th ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. (previous 

editions 1995, 1998, 2001) 
 
Kassin, S.M. (2004).  Essentials of Psychology.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
 
Fein, S., & Kassin, S.M. (Eds.) (2002). Readings in social psychology. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 
 
Wrightsman, L.S., & Kassin, S.M. (1993).  Confessions in the courtroom.  Newbury Park: Sage.  
 
Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S.  (1988).  The American jury on  trial: Psychological 

perspectives. Washington, DC: Hemisphere. 
 
Wrightsman, L. S., Kassin, S. M., & Willis, C. (Eds.) (1987).  In the jury box:  Controversies in the 

courtroom. Newbury Park: Sage Publications. 
 
Wrightsman, L. S., Willis, C. & Kassin, S. M., (Eds.) (1987). On the witness stand:  Controversies 

in the courtroom.  Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications. 
  
Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S. (Eds.) (1985).  The psychology of evidence and trial 

procedure. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications. 
 
Brehm, S. S., Kassin, S. M., & Gibbons, F. X. (Eds.) (1981). Developmental social psychology: 
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Theory and research. New York:  Oxford University Press. 

 
 
Book Chapters 
 
Kassin, S.M. (in press). Forensic psychology. In R. Baumeister & K. Vohs (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 

Social Psychology.  Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (in press). Expert testimony on the psychology of confessions:  A pyramidal model 
 of the relevant science.  In E. Borgida & S. T. Fiske (Eds.), Psychological Science in 
 Court:  Beyond Common Knowledge.  Oxford, England: Blackwell Publishing. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (in press).  Internalized false confessions.  In M. Toglia, R. Lindsay, D. Ross, & J. 

Read (Eds.), Handbook of eyewitness psychology: Volume 1, Memory for Events. Mahwah, 
NJ: Erlbaum.   

 
Kassin, S. M. (2006).  Judging eyewitnesses, confessions, informants, and alibis: What is wrong 

with juries, and can they do better?  In A. Heaton-Armstrong, E. Shepherd, G. 
Gudjonsson, & D. Wolchover, (Eds.), Witness Testimony: Psychological, Investigative 
and Evidential Perspectives (pp. 639-673).  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 

Kassin, S. M. (2006).  A critical appraisal of modern police interrogations.  In T. Williamson 
  (Ed.), Investigative interviewing:  Rights, research, regulation (pp. 207-228).  Devon, 
  UK: Willan Publishing. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (2005).  What’s your prediction?  Introducing psychology via common sense.  
 Chapter to appear in B. Perlman, L.. McCann, & W. Buskist (Eds.), Voices of NITOP: 
 Favorite talks from the National Institute On The Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (2004).  True or false: “I’d know a false confession if I saw one.”  In P. Granhag & 

L. Strömwall (Eds.), Deception detection in forensic contexts (pp. 172-194).  Cambridge, 
England: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Meissner, C. A., & Kassin, S. M. (2004).  You’re Guilty, So Just Confess!” Cognitive and 

Behavioral Confirmation Biases in the Interrogation Room.  In G. D. Lassiter (Ed.), 
Interrogations, confessions, and entrapment (pp. 85-106).  New York: Kluwer Academic.  

 
Kassin, S. M. (2001).  Confessions: Psychological and forensic aspects.  In N. J. Smelser & P. B. 

Baltes (Eds.), International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences.  Amsterdam: 
Elsevier.  

 
Kassin, S. M. (2000). Psychology, Social Psychology. In Microsoft Encyclopedia Encarta 2000. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Studebaker, C. A. (1998).  Instructions to disregard and the jury: Curative and 

paradoxical effects. In J. Golding & C. MacLeod (Eds.), Intentional Forgetting: 
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Interdisciplinary Approaches (pp. 413-434).  Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & Pryor, J. B. (1985).  The development of  attribution processes.  In J. Pryor & J. 

Day (Eds.), The development of social cognition.  NY:  Springer-Verlag. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1985).  Confession evidence.  In S. Kassin & L. Wrightsman 

(Eds.), The psychology of evidence and trial procedure. Beverly Hills: Sage Books. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Baron, R. M. (1985).  Basic determinants of attribution and social perception.  In 

J. Harvey & G. Weary (Eds.), Current perspectives on attribution theory and research.  
NY:  Academic Press. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & Lepper, M. R. (1984).  Oversufficient and insufficient justification effects:  

Cognitive and behavioral development.  In J. Nicholls (Ed.), The development of 
achievement motivation.  Greenwich, CT:  JAI Press. 

 
Kassin, S. M. (1981).  From laychild to "layman": Developmental causal attribution.  In S. Brehm, 
  S. Kassin, & F. Gibbons (Eds.), Developmental social psychology:  Theory and research. 
  New York:  Oxford University Press. 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Kassin, S.M. (2005). True witness: Cops, courts, science, and the struggle against misidentification, 

by James M. Doyle.  American Psychology Law Society News, 25, No. 1, 3-5, 19. 
 
Kassin, S.M. (1998).  Clinical psychology in court:  House of junk science?  Contemporary 

Psychology, 43, 321-324. 
 
Kassin, S.M. (1991).  Interpersonal perception: Lessons in the art and science of experimental 

social psychology.  Contemporary Psychology, 36, 1035-1037. 
 
Kassin, S. M.  (1989).  Inside the jury.  Criminal Justice Review, 14, 103-104. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1981).  Four differing social psychology texts.  Contemporary Psychology, 26, 

454-455. 
 
 
Articles   
 
Kassin, S. M., Leo, R. A., Meissner, C. A., Richman, K. D., Colwell, L. H., Leach, A-M., & 

LaFon, D. (in press).  Police interviewing and interrogation: A Self-report survey of 
police practices and beliefs, Law and Human Behavior.  

 
Russano, M. B., Meissner, C. A., Narchet, F. M., & Kassin, S. M. (2005).  Investigating true 
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 and false confessions within a novel experimental paradigm.  Psychological Science, 16, 
 481-486. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (2005).  On the psychology of confessions: Does innocence put innocents at 
 risk?  American Psychologist, 60, 215-228. 
 
Kassin, S. M., Meissner, C. A., & Norwick, R. J. (2005).  “I’d know a false confession if I 
 saw one”:  A comparative study of college students and police investigators.  Law and 
 Human Behavior, 29, 211-227.   
 
Kassin, S. M., & Gudjonsson, G. H. (2005).  True crimes, false confessions: Why do innocent 
 people confess to crimes they did not commit?  Scientific American Mind, June issue, 
 24-31.  
 
Kassin, S. M., & Gudjonsson, G. H. (2004).  The psychology of confession evidence: A review 
 of the literature and issues.  Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 5, 35-69. 
 
Kassin, S. (2004).  Videotape police interrogations.  The Boston Globe, OP-ED, April 26, 2004, 
  p. A-13. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Norwick, R. J. (2004).  Why people waive their Miranda rights: The power of 
  innocence.  Law and Human Behavior, 28, 211-221. 
 
Kassin, S. M., Goldstein, C. C., & Savitsky, K. (2003). Behavioral confirmation in the 

interrogation room: On the dangers of presuming guilt. Law and Human Behavior, 27, 187-
203. 

 
Kassin, S. (2002).  False confessions and the jogger case.  The New York Times OP-ED, Friday, 

November 1, 2002, p. A31. 
 
Meissner, C.A., & Kassin, S.M. (2002). “He’s guilty!”: Investigator bias in judgments of truth and 

deception. Law and Human Behavior. 26, 469-480. 
 
Kassin, S.M., Tubb, V.A., Hosch, H.M., & Memon, A. (2002).  Eyewitness researchers as experts 

in court: Responsive to change in a dynamic and rational process.  American Psychologist, 57, 
378-379. 

 
Kassin, S.M. (2002). Human judges of truth, deception, and credibility: Confident but erroneous. 

Cardozo Law Review, 23, 809-817. 
 
Kassin, S.M., Tubb, V.A., Hosch, H.M., & Memon, A. (2001).  On the "general acceptance" of 

eyewitness testimony research: A new survey of experts.  American Psychologist, 56, 405-
416. 

 
Sommers, S. R., & Kassin, S. M. (2001).   On the many impacts of inadmissible testimony:  
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Selective compliance, need for cognition, and the overcorrection bias.  Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin, 27, 1368-1377. 

 
Vidmar, N., Lempert, R., Diamond, S., Hans, V., Landsman, S., MacCoun, R., Sanders, J., 

Hosch, H. Kassin, S., Galanter, M., Eisenberg, T., Daniels, S., Greene, E., Martin, J., 
Penrod, S., Richardson, J., Heuer, L., & Horowitz, I. (2000).  Amicus brief: Kumho Tire v. 
Carmichael. Law and Human Behavior, 24, 387-400. 

 
Kassin, S.M., & Fong, C. T. (1999).  "I'm Innocent!":  Effects of training on judgments of truth and 

deception in the interrogation Room.  Law and Human Behavior, 23, 499-516. 
 
Kassin, S.M. (1998).  Eyewitness identification procedures: The fifth rule.  Law and Human 

Behavior, 22, 649-653. 
 
Kassin, S.M. (1998).  More on the psychology of false confessions.  American Psychologist, 53, 

320-321.  
  
Kassin, S.M. (1997).  The psychology of confession evidence.  American Psychologist, 52, 221-

233. 
 
Kassin, S.M. (1997).  False memories turned against the self.  Psychological Inquiry, 8, 300-302. 
 
Kassin, S.M., & Sukel, H. (1997).  Coerced confessions and the jury: An experimental test of the 

"harmless error" rule.  Law and Human Behavior, 21, 27-46. 
 
Kassin, S.M., & Sommers, S.R. (1997).  Inadmissible testimony, instructions to disregard, and the 

jury:  Substantive versus procedural considerations.  Personality and Social Psychology 
Bulletin, 23, 1046-1054. 

 
Kassin, S.M., & Neumann, K. (1997).  On the power of confession evidence: An experimental test 

of the "fundamental difference" hypothesis.  Law and Human Behavior, 21, 469-484. 
 
Kassin, S.M., & Dunn, M. (1997).  Computer-animated displays and the jury:  Facilitative and 

prejudicial effects.  Law and Human Behavior, 21, 269-281. 
 
Kassin, S.M., & Kiechel, K.L. (1996).  The social psychology of false confessions:  Compliance, 

internalization, and confabulation.  Psychological Science, 7, 125-128. 
 
Regan, P.C., Snyder, M., & Kassin, S.M. (1995).  Unrealistic optimism:  Self-enhancement or 

person positivity?  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 21, 1073-1082. 
 
Kassin, S.M., Ellsworth, P.C., & Smith, V.L. (1994).  Deja vu all over again:  Elliott's critique of 

eyewitness experts.  Law and Human Behavior, 18, 203-210. 
 
Smith, V.L., & Kassin, S.M. (1993).  Effects of the dynamite charge on the deliberations of 
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deadlocked mock juries.  Law and Human Behavior, 17, 625-644. 

 
Kassin, S.M., & Barndollar, K.A. (1992).  On the psychology of eyewitness testimony:  A 

comparison of experts and prospective jurors.  Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 22, 
1241-1249.  

 
Kassin, S. M., Rigby, S., & Castillo, S. R. (1991). The accuracy-confidence correlation in 

eyewitness testimony:  Limits and extensions of the retrospective self-awareness effect.  
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 61, 698-707. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & Garfield, D. A. (1991).  Blood and guts:  General and trial-specific effects of 

videotaped crime scenes on mock jurors.  Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 21, 
1459-1472. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & McNall, K.  (1991). Police interrogations and confessions:  Communicating 
  promises and threats by pragmatic implication.  Law and Human Behavior, 15, 233-251. 
 
Webster, T. M., King, H. N., & Kassin, S. M. (1991).  Voices from an empty chair:  The missing 

witness inference and the jury.  Law and Human Behavior, 15, 37-48. 
 
Kassin, S. M., Smith, V. L., & Tulloch, W. F. (1990). The dynamite charge: Effects on the 
  perceptions and deliberation behavior of mock jurors.  Law and Human Behavior, 14, 
  537-550. 
  
Kassin, S. M.  (1990).  The American jury:  Handicapped in the pursuit of justice.  The Ohio State 
  Law Journal, 51, 683-707.  
 
Kassin, S. M., Williams, L. N., & Saunders, C. L.  (1990).  Dirty tricks of cross examination:  The 

influence of conjectural evidence on the jury.  Law and Human Behavior, 14, 373-384. 
 
Kassin, S. M., Reddy, M. E., & Tulloch, W. F.  (1990).  Juror interpretations of ambiguous 

evidence: The need for cognition, presentation order, and persuasion.  Law and Human 
Behavior, 14, 43-55. 

 
Kassin, S. M., Ellsworth, P. C., & Smith, V. L. (1989).  The "general acceptance" of psychological 

research on eyewitness  testimony:  A survey of the experts.  American Psychologist, 44, 
1089-1098. 

 
Smith, V. L., Kassin, S. M., & Ellsworth, P. C. (1989). Eyewitness accuracy and confidence:  

Within- versus between- subject correlations.  Journal of Applied Psychology, 74, 356-359. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Ellis, S. A.  (1988).  On the acquisition of the  discounting principle:  An 

experimental test of a social-developmental model.  Child Development, 59, 950-960. 
 
Gibbons, F. X., & Kassin, S. M.  (1987).  Information consistency  and perceptual set:  
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Overcoming the mental retardation "schema."  Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 17, 
810-827. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & Baron, R. M.  (1986).  On the basicity of social  perception cues: Developmental 

evidence for adult processes?  Social Cognition, 4, 180-200. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1985).  Eyewitness identification:  Retrospective self awareness and the accuracy- 

confidence correlation.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 49, 878-893. 
 
Kassin, S. M.  (1985).  An empirical study of Rule 11 sanctions.   Washington, DC:  The Federal 

Judicial Center. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1984). Eyewitness identification:  Victims versus  bystanders.  Journal of Applied 

Social Psychology, 14, 519-529. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1984).  TV cameras, public self consciousness, and mock juror performance.  

Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 20, 336-349. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1984).  Mock jury trials. Trial Diplomacy Journal, 7, 26-30. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1983).  On the construction and validation of a juror bias 
  scale. Journal of Research in Personality, 17, 424-442. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1983).  Deposition testimony and the surrogate witness:  Evidence for a "messenger 

effect" in persuasion.   Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 9, 281-288. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Juhnke, R. (1983). Juror experience and decision making.  Journal of Personality 

and Social Psychology, 44, 1182-1191. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1982). Heider and Simmel (1944) revisited:  Causal attribution and the animated 

film technique.  Review of Personality and Social Psychology, 3, 125-150. 
 
Gibbons, F. X., & Kassin, S. M. (1982).  Behavioral expectations of retarded and nonretarded 

adults.  Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 3, 85-104. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1981).  Distortions of the process of estimating consensus from sequential events:  

Expectancy and order effects.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 7, 542-546. 
 
Gibbons, F. X., Gibbons, B. N., & Kassin, S. M. (1981). Reactions to the criminal behavior of 

mentally retarded and nonretarded  offenders.  American Journal of Mental Deficiency, 86, 
235-242. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & Gibbons, F. X. (1981).  Children's use of the discounting principle in their 
  perceptions of exertion.  Child Development, 52, 741-744. 
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Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1981).  Coerced confessions, judicial instruction, and mock 

juror verdicts.  Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 11, 489-506. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1980).  Prior confessions and mock juror verdicts.  Journal of 

Applied Social Psychology, 10, 133-146.  
 
Kassin, S. M., Lowe, C. A., & Gibbons, F. X. (1980).  Children's  use of the discounting principle:  

A perceptual approach.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 39, 547-556.   
 
Lowe, C. A., & Kassin, S. M. (1980).  A perceptual view of attribution: Theoretical and 

methodological implications.   Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 6, 532-542. 
 
Reber, A. S., Kassin, S. M., Lewis, S., & Cantor, G. W.  (1980).  On the relationship between 

implicit and explicit modes in learning of a complex rule structure.  Journal of 
Experimental Psychology:  Human Learning and Memory, 6, 492-502. 

 
Kassin, S. M., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1979).  On the requirements of proof:  The timing of judicial 

instruction and mock juror  verdicts.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 37, 
1877-1887. 

 
Kassin, S. M. (1979).  Base rates and prediction:  The role of sample size.  Personality and Social 
  Psychology Bulletin, 5,  210-213. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1979).  Consensus information, prediction, and causal attribution:  A review of the 
  literature and issues.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 37, 1966-1981. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Lowe, C. A. (1979).  On the development of the augmentation principle:  A 

perceptual approach.  Child Development, 50, 728-734. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Lowe, C. A. (1979).  On the use of single-sentence descriptions of behavior in 

attribution research. Social Behavior and Personality, 7, 1-8. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Reber, A. S. (1979).  Locus on control and the learning of an artificial language.  

Journal of Research in Personality, 13, 112-118. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1977).  Physical continuity and trait inference:  A test of Mischel's hypothesis.  

Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 3, 637-640. 
 
Kassin, S. M. (1977).  Order effects in consensus and causal attributions.  Psychological Reports, 

41, 927-930. 
 
Kassin, S. M., & Hochreich, D. J. (1977).  Instructional set:  A  neglected variable in attribution 

research?  Personality and  Social Psychology Bulletin, 3, 620-623. 
 
Lowe, C. A., & Kassin, S. M. (1977).  On the use of consensus:  Prediction, attribution, and 



 11
evaluation.  Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 3, 616-619. 

 
 
Papers and Presentations 
 
Kassin, S. M. (2006).  Inside interrogation: Why innocent people confess.  Keynote address at 
  the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association, Park City, UT. 
 
Kassin, S.M. (2006). Does expert testimony on confessions pass the Frye test?: Lessons from 

the retrial of a DNA-exonerated defendant.  Paper presented at the American Psychology-
Law Society, St. Petersburg, FL. 
 

Leo, R.A., Kassin, S.M., Richman, K.D., Colwell, L.H., Leach, A., La Fon, D., & Meissner, C. 
 (2006). Police Interviewing and Interrogation: A National Self-Report Survey of Police 
 Practices and Beliefs.  Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society, St. 
  Petersburg, FL. 
 
Russano, M. B., Shpurik, M., Kassin, S. M., & Berman, G. (2006).  An experimental study of 

attorneys’ perceptions of interrogations and confessions.  Poster presented at the  
American Psychology-Law Society, St. Petersburg, FL. 

 
Kassin, S. (2005).  True, false, and coerced confessions: Why people confess to crimes they did 
 not commit.  Keynote address presented at the Criminal Justice Institute, Bloomington, 
 MN. 
 
Kassin, S. (2005).  Innocence: An enemy of the innocent?  Paper presented at the Meeting
 of the  Law and Society Association, Las Vegas. 
 
Kassin, S. (2005).  Confessions research:  The state of the science and policy implications.  
Paper  presented at the Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, San Diego. 
 
Holland, L., Kassin, S., & Wells, G. (2005).  Why suspects waive the right to a lineup: A study   
 in the risk of actual innocence.  Poster presented at the Meeting of the American 
 Psychology-Law Society, San Diego. 
 
Kassin, S. (2004).   False confessions.  Invited presentation to the International Conference on 
 Police Interviewing, Quebec, Canada. 
 
Kassin, S. (2004).  False confessions.  Invited presentation at the Bench / Bar Forum on 
 Wrongful Convictions, Massachusetts Bar Association, Boston. 
 
Kassin, S. (2004).  The Central Park Jogger case: Lessons learned about applying psychology to 

criminal justice and the law.  Invited address at the National Institute on the Teaching of 
Psychology, St. Petersburg Beach, Florida. 
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Russano, M., Meissner, C., & Kassin, S. (2004).  True and false confessions to an intentional 
act: 

The Effects of two common police tactics.  Paper presented at the Meeting of the 
American Psychology-Law Society, Scottsdale, Arizona.  

 
Kassin, S. (2003).  The psychology of false confessions: How innocence puts innocents at risk. 

Invited address at the American Psychological Association, Toronto, Canada. 
 
Kassin, S. (2003).  The Central Park jogger case: Lessons learned about juvenile interrogations 

and confessions. Paper presented at the Psychology & Law International, 
Interdisciplinary Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

 
Kassin, S., Leo, R., Crocker, C., & Holland, L. (2003).  Videotaping Interrogations: Does 

it enhance the jury’s ability to distinguish true and false confessions?  Paper presented at 
the Psychology & Law International, Interdisciplinary Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

 
Kassin, S., Meissner, C., & Norwick, R. (2003).  The post-interrogation safety net: “I’d know a 
  false confession if I saw one.”  Paper presented at the Psychology & Law International, 
  Interdisciplinary Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
 
Russano, M., Meissner, C., & Kassin, S. (2003).  True and false confessions to an intentional act: 
  Preliminary results using a novel paradigm.  Poster presented at the Psychology & Law 

International, Interdisciplinary Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
 
Kassin, S. (2003).  The psychology of interrogations and confessions.  Presentation to the Illinois 
  Judicial Conference, Advanced Judicial Academy, Champaign, IL. 
 
Kassin, S. (2003).  Eyewitness experts.  Presentation to the Massachusetts District Court Judicial 
  Education Conference, Southbridge, MA.  
 
Kassin, S. (2003).  True or false: “I’d know a false confession if I saw one.”  Invited address, the 
 Symposium on Deception Detection in Forensic Contexts, Gothenburg, Sweden. 
 
Kassin, S. (2003). Coerced statements. Plenary address at the Annual Meeting of the California 
  Attorneys for Criminal Justice. 
  
Kassin, S. (2002). Inside the police interrogation room: Why innocent suspects confess and what 
  to do about it.  Keynote speech at the Massachusetts Criminal Law Conference. 
 
Kassin, S. (2002). Police interrogations and confessions: Science and practice.  Paper presented 
  to the New Hampshire Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. 
 
Kassin, S. (2002).  Social influences on false confessions:  Why innocence puts innocents at risk.  
  Keynote address presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology.  
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Kassin, S. (2002).  Police interrogations and false confessions: How innocence puts innocents 
at 
  risk. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society. 
 
Kassin, S. (2002). Social-psychological frameworks for expert testimony on coerced 
confessions.  
  Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society. 
 
Norwick, R., Kassin, S., Meissner, C., & Malpass, R. (2002). “I’d know a false confession if I saw 

one:”  A comparative study of college students and police investigators.  Paper presented at 
the American Psychology-Law Society. 

 
Meissner, C., & Kassin, S. (2002).  “He’s guilty!”:  Investigator bias in judgments of truth and 
  deception. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society.  
 
Kassin, S. (2002).  False confessions.  Presentation at the Capital Defense Case Seminar, 
Sponsored 

by the California Association for Criminal Justice & California Public Defenders 
Association, Monterey. 

 
Kassin, S. (2002).  False confessions.  Presentation at the Meeting of the Georgia Association of 
  Criminal Defense Lawyers, Atlanta. 
 
Kassin, S. (2001). Social influence effects in miscarriages of justice.  Paper presented at the 
  Meeting of  the Society for Personality and Social Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S. (2001).  What’s your prediction?: Introducing psychology via commonsense.  Opening 
  address to be presented at the National Institute for the Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S. (2000).  “But he said he did it”:  Recognizing and challenging false confessions.  Paper 
  presented at the National Seminar on Forensic Evidence and the Criminal Law. 
 
Kassin, S. (2000).  Introducing psychology via commonsense. Invited address presented at the 
 Conference on Undergraduate Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S., & Norwick, B. (2000).  Why suspects waive their Miranda rights: The power of 
  innocence. Paper presented at the American Psychological Society. 
 
Kassin, S. (2000).  Biases in the pre-interrogation “interview.”  Paper presented at the American 
  Psychology-Law Society. 
 
Kassin, S. (1999). Evaluating confessions and denials elicited during police interrogation.  Paper 
  presented at a joint APA/ABA Conference for psychologists and lawyers. 
 
Kassin, S. (1999). Inside the interrogation room: Social judgment biases and influences. Invited 
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  Paper presented at the New England Social Psychology Association (NESPA).   

 
Kassin, S. (1999).  Indestructible demonstrations in the teaching of social psychology.  Invited 

address presented at the APS Institute on the Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S. (1999).  Social perceptions and influences in the interrogation room.  Invited address 

presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1998).  Teaching social psychology: Indestructible classroom demonstrations.  Invited 

paper presented at the Northeastern Conference for Teachers of Psychology.  
 
Kassin, S. (1998).  When worlds collide: The teaching of psychology and law.  Invited address 

presented at the APS Institute on the Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S. (1998).  Teaching psychology and law.  Invited address presented at the Annual National 

Institute on the Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Sommers, S., & Kassin, S. (1998).  Inadmissible evidence and juror noncompliance:  Investigation 

of the just verdict motivation.  Paper presented at Midwestern Psychological Association. 
 
Dunn, M., & Kassin, S. (1996).  Effects of computer-animated displays on the jury.  Paper 

presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1996).  Advances in social psychology.  Invited address presented at the Annual 

National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology. 
 
Kassin, S. (1995).  The social psychology of criminal confessions.  Invited address presented at the 

American Psychological Association. 
 
Frost, L., Fein, S., Cottrell, A., Kassin, S., & Goethals, G. (1995).  Sound bites and audience 

reaction in a U.S. presidential debate.  Poster presented at the American Psychological 
Association. 

 
Kassin, S. (1994). The psychology of confession evidence.  Invited address at the Annual Training 

Conference of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Committee for Public Trial Services.  
 
Fein, S., Frost, L., Goethals, G., & Kassin, S. (1994).  The effects of expectations on perceptions of 

presidential debate performances.  Paper presented at the American Psychological 
Association. 

 
Kassin, S.M. (1994).  Coerced confessions:  Compliance, internalization, and confabulation.  Paper 

presented at the American Psychology-Law Society. 
 
Sukel, H., & Kassin, S. (1994).  Coerced confessions and the jury: An experimental test of the 

"harmless error" rule.  Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society. 
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Fein, S., Goethals, G., Kassin, S. & Cross, J. (1993).  Social influence and the presidential debates. 

 Poster presented at the American Psychological Association. 
 
Regan, P., Snyder, M., & Kassin, S. (1993).  Unrealistic optimism:  Self-enhancement or person 

positivity?  Poster presented at the American Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1992).  The social psychology of confessions.  Paper presented at New England Social 
  Psychology Association. 
 
Kassin, S., & Smith, V. (1992). The dynamite charge:  Effects on mock jury deliberations. Poster 

presented at the American Psychology-Law Society. 
 
Duggal, S., Mickus, L., Daneker, E., & Kassin, S. (1992). Computerized facial composites and 
  eyewitness recognition.  Poster presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S., & Barndollar, K. A.  (1991). On the psychology of eyewitness testimony:  A survey of 

prospective jurors.  Paper presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S.  (1990). Back to the future:  Experimental psychology and law of the 1990s.  Paper 

presented at the meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society. 
 
Kassin, S., & Smith, V.L. (1990).  Effects of the dynamite charge on mock jurors.  Poster presented 
  at the American Psychology-Law Society. 
  
Kassin, S. (1989).  The American jury on trial.  Paper presented at the Union College Conference 

on psychology and law. 
 
Kassin, S., Reddy, M., & Tulloch, W. (1988). Juror decision-making: Need for cognition, order,  
  and persuasion.  Paper presented at the American Psychological Association. 
  
Kassin, S. (1987). The proof of life: Videotaped evidence and the jury.  Paper presented at the 
  American Society of Criminology. 
 
Smith, V., Kassin, S., & Ellsworth, P.  (1987).  Eyewitness accuracy and confidence:  Within- 

versus between- subject analyses.  Paper presented at the American Psychological 
Association. 

 
Kassin, S. (1985).  Increasing jury-system competence: Toward an interactive-participant model. 

Invited paper at the American Judicature Society Conference on the American Jury. 
 
Kassin, S.  (1985).  Juries and the doctrine of entrapment.  Paper presented at the American  
  Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1985).  Knowing when you're right and wrong via retrospective self awareness.  Paper 
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  presented at the New England Social Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1983). Confession evidence and jury decision-making.  Paper presented at the Nags 
  Head Conference on Justice and Law. 
 
Kassin, S., & Lenagh, J. (1983). TV cameras and juror performance: An experimental 
investigation.  
  Paper presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. , & Lepper, M.  (1983).  On the acquisition of the  discounting principle:  A social- 

developmental model.  Paper  presented at the Society for Research in Child Development. 
 
Kassin, S. (1983).  On the applicability of psychology-the-science.  Little Three Colloquium, 
  Amherst, Massachusetts.  
 
Kassin, S. (1982).  Pretrial confessions: Evidentiary problems and jury impact.  Invited paper 

presented at the New England Psychological Association. 
 
Gibbons, F., & Kassin, S. (1982).  Information consistency, exposure time, perceptual set and the 

"mental retardation schema."  Poster presented at American Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1982). Deposition testimony: Are jurors influenced by demeanor cues?  Paper presented 

at the American Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1980).  Causal attribution, information utilization, and individual differences.  Paper 

presented at the American Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1980). Heider and Simmel (1944) revisited:  Causal attribution and the animated film 

technique.  Invited paper presented at Midwestern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. & Gibbons, F. (1980).  The augmentation principle in MR persons:  Perceptual versus 

verbal approaches.  Paper presented at the American Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S. (1979).  Coerced confessions: A conflict between legal definition and mock juror 
  behavior. Paper presented at the American Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S., & Lowe, C. (1979). Kelley's attribution theory:  A perceptual approach.  Paper 

presented at Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S., & Lowe, C. (1979). On the development of a perceptual augmentation principle.  Paper 
  presented at the Society for Research in Child Development. 
  
Kassin, S., & Wrightsman, L. (1979). On the requirements of proof:  Timing of judicial instruction 
  and mock juror verdicts. Paper presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association. 
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Kassin, S. (1978).  Sample size, base rates, and prediction.  Paper presented at American  
 Psychological Association. 
 
Lowe, C., & Kassin, S. (1978). Biased attributions for political messages:  The role of involvement.  
  Paper presented at Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S., & Hochreich, D. (1977).  What's in it for me?  Complexity of attribution as a function of 

subject motivation.  Paper presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Lowe, C., & Kassin, S. (1977).  Implicit consensus and base rates as determinants of prediction, 

attribution, and evaluation.  Paper presented at Eastern Psychological Association. 
 
Kassin, S., & Lowe, C. (1976).  Sentence content and structure as determinants of observers' 

attributions.  Paper presented at the American Psychological Association. 
 
 
Media Appearances 
 
8/22/06, FOX, Fox News & Friends, interview on the JonBenet Ramsay confession of John Karr 
8/17/06, CNN Anderson Cooper 360, story on the confession of John Karr 
3/30/06, ABC Primetime, segment on false confessions for a story entitled “Injustice” 
10/13/05, Court TV, Stories of the innocence project: Confessions of an innocent man.
4/26/04, Boston Globe, Op-ed article, “Videotape police interrogations” (p. A 13). 
1/31/03, Court TV, Both Sides, with Rikki Klieman, on the interrogation of children.  
12/24/02, PBS, The News Hour with Jim Lehrer, interview on false confessions 
12/10/02, National Public Radio, Talk of the Nation, on false confessions 
12/3/02, ABC Nightline, “The verdict,” on the Central Park jogger case and false confessions 
11/1/02, New York Times, Op-ed article, “False confessions and the jogger case” (p. A 31) 
10/02,  MSNBC, Nachman, on eyewitness testimony in the D.C. sniper investigation 
10/02,  NPR, Morning Edition, on the confessions in the Central Park jogger case 
9/02, ABC Prime Time Live, on DNA exonerations in the Central Park Jogger case 
4/02, Massachusetts School of Law, MSL TV show, on eyewitness identifications 
4/02, Massachusetts School of Law, MSL TV show, on confessions (won a Telly Award) 
3/01, The Learning Channel, Documentary, False Memories, segment on false confessions 
4/99, National Public Radio, The Law Show, interview on police interrogations on confessions 
4/96, The Oprah Winfrey Show, on conformity pressures in jury deliberations 
10/90, 12/90, & 3/91, National Public Radio, The Law Show, on jury decision-making    
 
 
Colloquia, Guest Lectures, and Workshops  
 
Macarthur Foundation Research Network on Adolescent Development and Juvenile Justice 
Wisconsin Criminal Justice Study Commission 
New York University School of Law (Center for Research in Crime and Justice) 
Colby College 

http://www.courttv.com/onair/shows/innocence_project/episodes/confession.html
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Bates College 
New York State Defenders Association 
Indiana Prosecuting Attorneys Council 
Smith College 
University of Porstmouth, Portsmouth, UK 
Minnesota Criminal Justice Institute 
The Flaschner Judicial Institute 
Massachusetts District Attorneys Association Conference 
Castleton College  
University of New Hampshire 
Tufts University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry 
Massachusetts District Court Judge’s Conference 
Institute of Law, Psychiatry and Public Policy, University of Virginia 
New York State Bar Association 
Göteborg University  
McArthur Foundation Juvenile Justice Network 
North Carolina Actual Innocence Commission 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
University of Virginia 
Claremont McKenna College 
University of Arkansas 
Northeastern University 
Florida International University 
University of Michigan 
Northeastern University School of Law 
Cornell University  
Yale University (2) 
Harvard University (2) 
Middlebury College  
Tufts University 
Ohio State University  
Ohio University  
University of Michigan Law School  
Florida State University  
Iowa State University  
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle (2) 
U.S. Naval Academy (2) 
Quinnipiac College 
University of Massachusetts (3) 
Western Connecticut State College 
Hudson Valley Community College 
Central Michigan University 
Boston University 
Benjamin Cardozo School of Law 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
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San Antonio Community College 
University of Kansas  
Southern Utah University 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
Pittsburg State University 
Dartmouth College 
Auburn University 
SUNY at Albany 
Bloomsburg University (2) 
Nassau Community College 
Northern Kentucky University 
Brooklyn College (2) 
New York University 
University of Nevada-Reno 
Pennsylvania State University 
Adelphi University 
Stanford University 
University of California at Santa Barbara 
University of Maryland 
Brandeis University 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Denver 
University of Connecticut 
Suffolk University Law School 
Massachusetts Committee for Public Counsel Services 
Federal Judicial Center, Research Division 
Stanford University Law School 
Vermont Public Defense Training Seminar  
South Carolina Public Defense Association 
Johnson County Community College 
Western Missouri State College 
 
 
Courses Taught 
 
Introductory Psychology 
Social Psychology 
Psychology and Law 
Research Methods 
Psychology of Evidence 
Processes of Adjudication 
Interrogations and Confessions 
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